
 

 
 
 
      May 12, 2016 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads 
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of May 9, 2016 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. As a reminder, City Council is scheduled to meet in Work Session on Wednesday, May 18, 

immediately following a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m., to consider a request by the Planning 
Commission to extend the Interim Development Control Overlay District.  
 

2. Prior to the Work Session, beginning at 6:00 p.m., City Council is scheduled to hear Board and 
Commission Chair presentations from: Mary Jo Byrnes (Board of Zoning Appeals) at 6:00 p.m.; 
Nancy Nolan (Arts Commission) at 6:15 p.m.; Jodi Keith (Beautification and Tree Commission) 
at 6:30 and Mike Harbison (Planning Commission) at 6:45 p.m. 
 

3. Chief Simpson is in Washington D.C. attending Police Memorial week. He and his wife, Diane 
normally make the trip each year to visit the National Law Enforcement Memorial and to attend 
related ceremonies in the Washington D.C. area to honor fallen officers. 
 

4. Wayne attended the final Sycamore School Advisory Council meeting for this school year on 
Tuesday at Sycamore School Board offices.  Also in attendance was Todd Steinbrink and other 
members of the community to hear about the School’s upcoming plans for their Levy in 
November as well as a presentation from Bill Fritz (Matthew’s cohort at the School) on the 
School’s One2One Program which will provide a tablet to all students in the high school.   This 
program will keep students current with technology and will challenge the staff to assist and 
educate both parents and students with using technology in their education and homework 
assignments as well as preparing students for post-secondary education and the job market.    
 

5. Brian Riblet, Tracy Roblero, Frank Davis, Gary Heitkamp and Jay Korros with CT Consultants, 
met with representatives of Gateway Partners on Tuesday to discuss the latest developments 
on the proposed traffic modifications to the intersection of Montgomery Road and Ronald 
Reagan Cross County Highway.  The team reviewed multiple versions of site plans for Phase II 
of the project which resulted from the latest thinking on the proposed location for the 
intersection modification.   
 

6. Neighborhood Leaders Forum met on Tuesday at Terwilliger Lodge to discuss ‘Aging in Place’.  
Approximately forty residents attended the session along with Councilmembers Harbison, 
Suer, Margolis and Cappel.  The group heard presentations from The Council on Aging 
regarding services they provide to seniors in the region as well as a presentation from the 
Chamber of Commerce highlighting businesses in Montgomery which provide services to 
seniors.  Ben Shapiro presented on the EMS Signpost and Home Safety Check programs and 
Tracy Roblero wrapped up the evening discussing the type of home modifications that would 



require building and/or zoning permits and also several of the economic development projects 
going on within the City.   
 

7. Attached are two letters of support from Representative Dever and Senator Seitz indicating 
their support for the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA) Project.   Megan Hube from DSD 
Advisors worked with the staffs of the legislators in getting these letters out to the Hamilton 
County Transportation Improvement District.   We are pleased with the support from both Mr. 
Dever and Mr. Seitz and we are appreciative of Megan’s efforts.    
 

8. On Wednesday, Terry Donnellon, Tracy Roblero, Brian Riblet, Katie Smiddy and Wayne Davis 
met with representatives from Hamilton County to discuss land owned by Hamilton County 
adjacent to the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA).  This meeting was scheduled by the 
County staff to create an opportunity to participate in discussions on the City’s project.   The 
two groups agreed to follow up with more discussions in the future.     
 

9. Thanks to Jesse Bundy for organizing the outing to the Reds game on Wednesday evening.  
Although it resulted in a 5-4 Reds loss to the Pirates, Jesse, Mike Cappel, Walter Taylor, 
Wayne and their friends and family members enjoyed the outing and the fine weather. 
 

10. Steps towards filling various positions have taken place this week.  A job announcement for the 
Assistant Finance Director/Tax Commissioner position has been distributed to professional 
organizations and will appear in this Sunday’s Enquirer and on CareerBuilder.   Employment 
offer letters have been sent to new hires to fill seasonal public works positions.  Brian Riblet, 
Julie Machon and Julie Prickett continued the interview process to find a candidate who can fill 
in for Sarah Fink while she is on maternity leave this summer.  Steve Hoy is scheduled to start 
employment with the City as the newest member of our Police Department on Monday, May 
16, 2016. 
 

11. Thursday afternoon Julie Prickett met with representatives of CompManagement.  
CompManagement serves as the City’s workers’ compensation third party administrator (TPA) 
and managed care organization (MCO).  The City meets annually with CompManagement 
representatives to review workers’ compensation claims history and costs as well as to review 
how current claims experience will impact future workers’ compensation premium rates for the 
City.   
 

12. Beautification Day planting is this Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., volunteers will 
meet in the City Hall parking lot for planting assignments.  This is the day the medians and 
select corners and end caps along Montgomery Road and the planting beds in Pfeiffer Park 
are planted with thousands of annuals.  It is a great morning of camaraderie with our residents.    
If you have the time to lend and an inkling to be involved in a great City project, let DeAnna 
Gross know.   
 

13. The new session of fitness classes began last week and seven fitness classes are being held 
at the Recreation Annex Building. Attendance has more than tripled as compared to Spring 
2015. 101 participants are participating in the Spring 2016 session of classes which compares 
quite favorably to the three classes and 32 participants in the Spring 2015 classes. Last 
session the City introduced a new Step class to the lineup of classes. Sarah Fink continues to 
use her knowledge in the area of Fitness and Wellness, past experiences, and certifications to 
make effective and positive improvements to the Fitness Program, while delivering classes that 
add value and provide service to our community.   
 
 



14. Sergeant Plaatje, Officer’s Martin and Guilkey attended the Ohio Crime Prevention Association 
conference held at the Great Wolf Lodge in Mason, Ohio. The conference featured a number 
of notable speakers, including a breakout session taught by retired Montgomery Officer Tom 
Wagner on security surveys and assessments.  
 

15. A report on the Social Media Performance Measures for April 2016 is attached to this update.  
If you have any questions, please contact Faith Lynch. 
 

16. As a reminder, Planning Commission will meet on Monday, May 17 to consider an application 
for a revised General Development Site Plan for the village section of the Vintage Club from 
Traditions Building and Development Group.  The Planning Commission will also discuss a 
concept plan for a new medical office building at 10587 Montgomery Road for Kings Dental.   
 

17. Next week is National Public Works Week. In honor of the week, members of the Public Works 
Committee and all of City Council will be hosting a breakfast on Wednesday morning at the 
public works facility at 7:30 a.m. to thank our public works professionals.  Take the time during 
the next week (and every week) to say thanks to your co-workers who keep an eye on the 
overall maintenance and upkeep of our wonderful community and for their willingness to help 
us all when we need help or have an emergency. Our public works staff, we appreciate you! 
 

18. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 

 
Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Mayor and City Council Members 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 



Social Media Performance Measures 

April 2016  

Twitter 

 

   

 

Twitter Analysis: 

Tweets have increased with the number of a spring activities to promote.  Impressions and profile visits have also increased.  
The top tweet with 2,013 impressions (most views) was a tweet about a counterfeit $50 used at the UDF.  The top mention 
(141 engagements) was a mention by the @SycamoreSchools account thanking the City for MCLA participation on March 31.  
The top media (attached photo) tweet (462 impressions) was a tweet done at the City Council meeting thanking Jack Wild, 
Nancy Nolan, Kathy Lonneman and Todd Steinbrink for their service. The top card (link to website, picture, video, blog post 
etc.) tweet (362 impressions) was a tweet about cardboard recycling on April 16. 

Twitter Definitions: 
Profile visits: Number of users who visited our Twitter site. 
Mentions: Any tweet that contains @montgomeryohio (our username) 
Tweet Impressions: Total number of times that our tweet may appear in other user's Twitter feeds, both followers and their 
followers etc. through shares, mentions and retweets.  Shows the reach of the City's brand. 
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Facebook 

 

 

 

 

Facebook Analysis: 

We had great engagement on Facebook in April, 2016, largely due to two Facebook ads promoting summer camps.  These ads 
ran the first two weeks of April.  The two engagement spikes you see on April 1 and April 6 are a result of the two paid 
Facebook ads. The additional spike on April 22 was a result of the post on Facebook about Matthew Vanderhorst’s 
Achievement in Innovation Award presented by the American Society of Public Administrators.  Matthew is very popular! 

Facebook Definitions: 
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2016 Facebook post and page reach
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comment like link



Daily Reach: The number of people who visited our Facebook Page, or saw our Page or one of its posts in news feed or ticker. 
These can be people who have liked your Page and people who haven't. (Unique Users) 

Daily Positive Feedback (engagement): The number of times people have given positive feedback (like, share link, leave 
comment) to your Page, by type. (Unique Users) 



 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Ohio General Assembly  
House of Representatives 

Columbus 
 

JONATHAN DEVER 
28TH DISTRICT 

 
 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, HOUSING, 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

CHAIRMAN 
 

WAYS AND MEANS 
 

JUDICIARY 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

VERN RIFFE CENTER 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET 

11TH FLOOR 
COLUMBUS, OH 43215-6111 

_____ 
 

T: (614) 466-8120 
_____ 

 
F: (614) 719-3582 

_____ 
 

REP28@OHIOHOUSE.GOV 

 
 

 

 
 

May 9, 2016 

 

 

Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District 

138 East Court Street 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

 

Dear Members of the Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District: 

 

I am pleased to confirm our support of the City of Montgomery’s application for state funding 

from House Bill 53 through the Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District (TID) to 

advance the Montgomery Road at Ronald Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project. 

As noted by the City of Montgomery, the project will ignite economic development via new job 

creation, improve quality of life and improve safety through better traffic management.  

 

The Montgomery Road at Ronald Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project is the 

integral component to a visionary development project, the Gateway Redevelopment Area 

(GRA), which will transform an underutilized and underperforming parcel of land into an 

integrated, mixed use site with structured parking, office and commercial buildings, and a 

residential component. It is anticipated that the GRA will create approximately 1,500 jobs. 

Funding awarded through the TID will be applied to engineering of Montgomery Road at Ronald 

Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project, which is necessary to advance the project.  

 

State funding awarded through the Hamilton County TID will have an invaluable impact in 

supporting sustainable regional development and economic growth in this area. I encourage you 

to favorably accept the City of Montgomery’s application for funding.  

 

Should you have any additional questions regarding my support for this project, please do not 

hesitate to contact my office at (614) 466-8120. 

 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

 

 

 

Jonathan Dever 

 



 

Committees 

William J. Seitz Public Utilities, Chair 

State Senator State Government Oversight and Reform, 

8th District Vice Chair 

Civil Justice 

Ohio Senate Criminal Justice 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 Energy and Natural Resources 

614-466-8068 State and Local Government 

Finance – Correnctions Subcommittee 

The Honorable Todd Portune 
Hamilton County Commissioner 
Chairman, Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District 
138 East Court Street, Room 603 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

The Honorable Chris Monzel 
Hamilton County Commissioner 
Member, Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District 
138 East Court Street, Room 603 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Ted Hubbard 
Hamilton County Engineer 
Secretary/Treasurer, Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District 
138 East Court Street, Room 700 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

 
The Honorable Dennis Deters 
Hamilton County Commissioner 
Member, Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District 
138 East Court Street, Room 603 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

The Honorable John Cranley 
Mayor of the City of Cincinnati 
Member, Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement 
District 801 Plum Street, Suite 150 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

May 6, 2016 

Dear Members of the Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District: 

I am pleased to confirm my support of the City of Montgomery’s application for state funding from 
House Bill 53 through the Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District (TID) to advance the 
Montgomery Road at Ronald Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project. As noted by the City of 
Montgomery, the project will ignite economic development via new job creation, improve quality of life 
and improve safety through better traffic management. 

The Montgomery Road at Ronald Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project is the integral 
component to a visionary development project, the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA), which will 



transform an underutilized and underperforming parcel of land into an integrated, mixed use site with 
structured parking, office and commercial buildings, and a residential component. It is anticipated that the 
GRA will create approximately 1,500 jobs. Funding awarded through the TID will be applied to 
engineering of Montgomery Road at Ronald Reagan Highway Interchange Improvement Project, which is 
necessary to advance the project. 

State funding awarded through the Hamilton County TID will have an invaluable impact in supporting 
sustainable regional development and economic growth in this area. I encourage you to favorably accept 
the City of Montgomery’s application for funding. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Honorable Bill Seitz Ohio 
State Senator, 8th District 1 
Capitol Square, 1st Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
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