
 

 
 
 
      July 14, 2016 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads 
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of July 4, 2016 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. As a reminder, City Council is scheduled to meet in Work Session on Wednesday, July 20, at 

7:00 p.m. Prior to the Work Session at 6:45 p.m., City Council is scheduled to hear a Board 
and Commission Chair presentation from Mike Hawkins of the Civil Service Commission. 
 

2. Tracy Roblero met with the owner of the Country Arts Building at 9383 Main Street and his 
architect on Friday to discuss a proposed site plan and architectural design of a new two story 
commercial building on this site.  The owner and architected wanted to get preliminary 
feedback on the site plan and building design before getting cost estimates.  Tracy provided 
feedback to the owner and architect and they will be back in touch if the owner decides to 
move forward with the project.   
 

3. Cindy Abner attended the annual Ohio Municipal League conference in Dublin last week.  The 
primary focus was on the many changes that will affect municipal taxing jurisdictions due to the 
passage of House Bill 5 and SB172.  The conference included further training on tax office 
confidentiality, phasing in the five-year net operating losses for businesses, changing tax forms 
to comply with ORC 718, and the new laws regarding employer withholding.  The members of 
the panel who led the discussion on the Future of Municipal Income Tax urged tax 
administrators to keep in touch with their State Representatives in order to voice their opinions; 
and for area cities to continue to meet in local groups. Cindy will stay involved in upcoming 
trainings and meetings with the local CMIT group to make sure the City is compliant with the 
new laws.  
 

4. Tracy Roblero met with representatives from Tide Dry Cleaners on Monday afternoon to 
discuss their interest in locating at The Vintage Club.  Tide has submitted a Letter of Intent to 
Brandicorp for one of the buildings fronting Montgomery Road in the Village Section of the 
development.  They have been looking for a site in Montgomery for a couple of years, but are 
also looking at additional locations in Symmes Township. 
 

5. Tracy Roblero met with representatives from Brandicorp, Traditions Group and their sign 
design company on Tuesday to begin discussions regarding a comprehensive sign design for 
the Village Section of the Vintage Club.  The overall sign design will be reviewed by the 
Planning Commission and may require modification of the established list of conditions and 
exceptions for the Vintage Club Planned Development.   
 

6. Wayne Davis, Terry Donnellon, Brian Riblet, Tracy Roblero and representatives from Fifth 
Third Bank met with representatives from Brandicorp and Traditions Group to discuss an 



updated cost estimate for the public improvements at the Vintage Club and the Tax Increment 
Financing District.  The team also discussed other critical path items, such as the Request for 
Qualifications and Request for Proposals process for construction management, the legislative 
schedule and the construction schedule.  
 

7. The internal Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA) team met with Gateway Partners on 
Tuesday to review updates on several key areas including the interchange modification, project 
design, finances and cost estimates of the public improvements.  The team discussed several 
important issues and upcoming deadlines to keep the project moving forward.   
 

8. The fire department held a written exam and an agility test for the position of part time 
firefighter/EMTs on Tuesday and Wednesday.  The next step is a peer interview panel.  
Currently the department is looking to hire two to three personnel to fill vacant positions on the 
department. 
 

9. Chief Wright attended a planning session on Wednesday for the revision to the Hamilton 
County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) hosted by the Emergency Management Agency.  
Additional meetings are planned for August 3rd and 24th.  Chief Wright plans to use the 
County’s new plan as a model for revising the City’s current Emergency Operation Plan which 
is due for revision in 2017. 
 

10. The Landmarks Commission met on Wednesday evening to consider an application for 
permanent signage for Legacy Builders Group who have recently moving into the Snider 
House at 7789 Cooper Road.  After discussion, the Commission approved the application with 
conditions.  The Commission also discussed a report prepared by Beth Sullebarger, Historical 
Consultant, on the Montgomery Inn out-building on Main Street.   
 

11. This morning, Sister Cities Commission Chair Marcallene Shockey was featured on the Fox 19 
morning news program (10:25 a.m.) to discuss Bastille Day (today!), our Bastille Day 
Celebration, and the featured food, music and entertainment at the event.  Thanks to Stone 
Creek Dining Company for providing a sample of food for display on the show which will also 
be available at the Bastille Day Celebration. To watch Marcallene’s interview click on this link: 
http://www.fox19.com/clip/12592085/celebrating-bastille-day-in-the-tri-state?autostart=true 
  

12. This morning Faith Lynch spoke to Dan Manley of the Mid-Mornings on Main radio show on 
WMST radio in Mt. Sterling, KY (outside of Lexington, KY) about this weekend’s Bastille Day 
Celebration.  You can listen to the show here http://www.wmstradio.com/shows/.   
 

13. Recreation and communications staff recently purchased an ad in CityBeat magazine for the 
Bastille Day Celebration.  This serves to be an affordable opportunity to receive coverage for 
our premier street festival and reach a regional audience of urban young professionals.  The ad 
is placed in the July 13 edition.  (Copy from newspaper coming soon) 
 

14. Income tax revenues for the month of June were $587,633, which is an increase of 12.9% 
compared to collections of $523,795 for June of 2015.  The June Income Tax Variance Report 
is attached for reference.   
 

15. Thursday morning Julie Prickett attended a Frost Brown Todd Labor and Employment Law 
Seminar.  The seminar topic was the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and speakers provided 
an overview of the law with emphasis on recent revisions to FLSA regulations which will go into 
effect later this year.   
 

http://www.fox19.com/clip/12592085/celebrating-bastille-day-in-the-tri-state?autostart=true
http://www.wmstradio.com/shows/


16. Bastille Day this year has 135 volunteers scheduled to assist with a multitude of tasks 
preceding and during the event.  Their help will greatly contribute to the success of the event 
and the City truly could not have a successful Bastille Day without their generous donation of 
time and assistance.   
 

17. Invitations have gone out to 425 volunteers for the 2016 Volunteer Appreciation Days at the 
Pool.  This event held August 1 through Labor Day, September 5, 2016, recognizes those 
volunteers for the period August 1, 2015 through August 1, 2016.  These volunteers are in 
receipt of two free passes to the pool for any day and time they wish to attend during the 
appreciation event and a coupon for a drink and for an ice cream novelty at the pool 
concession stand.  The City appreciates the various efforts of all of these fine volunteers 
throughout the past year. 
 

18. On Monday morning, Terry Donnellon, Katie Smiddy and Wayne have a meeting scheduled 
with Sycamore School’s Superintendent Frank Forsthoeful and Treasurer Beth Weber to 
provide them with an update on the progress of the Vintage Club and the Gateway 
Redevelopment Area (GRA).    
 

19. City staff across all departments continue to work on the development of their 2017 Budget 
requests to ensure that we keep on track with the annual budget cycle.  This includes the City’s 
operating and capital budgets and five year forecasts. 
 

20. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Mayor and City Council Members 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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