
 

 
 
      March 30, 2017 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads  
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of March 27, 
2017 and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
 

1. As a reminder, the Financial Planning and Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee’s will  
meet on Monday, April 3 at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m., respectively.  The Law and Safety Committee 
has cancelled their meeting for the month of April. 

 
2. As a reminder, City Council will meet at their regularly scheduled Business Session on 

Wednesday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. Prior to the meeting at 6:30 p.m., staff will present an update 
of the 2016-2021 Strategic Plan.  
 

3. Congratulations to Firefighter/Paramedic Jordan Hall and his wife on the birth of their daughter, 
Claire Louise Hall. Claire made her grand entrance into this world last Thursday, March 23, 
weighing in at 9 pounds and 3 ounces. Mom and Claire are doing well. 
 

4. On Friday, March 24, Matthew Vanderhorst met with Bill Fritz, Sycamore Community Schools 
Technology Director, Josh Wilson, Sycamore Network Engineer, and representatives from 
Hamilton Clermont Cooperative (HCC) Information Technology Center. The group talked about 
the future of the technology partnership between the City of Montgomery and Sycamore 
Community Schools. The main topic was about a shared backup Internet circuit that is critical 
for both organizations as the reliance on Internet services continues to increase. The team will 
meet again over the next few weeks to begin planning the project and discuss participation of 
other communities.  HCC is a technology and support collaborative used by school districts in 
Hamilton and Clermont County. They are expanding their services to include other public 
entities and the partnership between Montgomery and Sycamore Community Schools would be 
the first of its kind for them. 
 

5. Firefighter/Paramedic Michael Nelson is attending the Leading Educating And Developing 
(LEAD) course at the University of Virginia this week.  LEAD is the foundation of our HPO 
culture here in Montgomery.  Mike has already relayed that the course has exceeded his 
expectations.  We look forward to hearing how his experience will further his personal and 
professional development.   
 

6. Chief Wright attended the Ohio Fire Chiefs' Winter Symposium and Legislative Reception on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  This event is a great interaction of State Senators and 
Representatives with the Chiefs and allows for great one-on-one discussions on how proposed 
legislation effects the local communities. 
 

 



 
7. Wayne Davis and Brian Riblet met this week with Matt Davis and Megan Hube from DSD 

Advisors to review the schedule and plans for the City’s participation in the upcoming Hamilton 
County Transportation Improvement District (TID) process.  As you will recall, the City applied 
for these grant funds last year, but we did not receive an award.  We will reapply in this funding 
cycle with the anticipation of more opportunity for success given that the Gateway 
Redevelopment Area (GRA) is much further along than it was at this point last year.   We will 
continue to keep City Council apprised of the status of this application process.    
 

8. The Communication and Information Services and Community Development Department 
partnered to present MCLA 2.0 on Wednesday evening to discuss the long-term vision for the 
Montgomery Road Commercial Corridor.  Terry Donnellon, Law Director, also participated in 
the session and presented information on land use law and talked about the evolution of zoning 
within the City.  Members of the Economic Development Strategic Plan Goal Team and City 
Manager, Wayne Davis, also participated to help make the session a success.  Several City 
Council members were in attendance including Mayor Dobrozsi and Council members 
Harbison, Margolis, Suer, Cappel and Alfaqih.  Approximately 58 MCLA Alumni attended the 
session and provided valuable feedback regarding the Commercial Corridor that the 
Community Development Department will use in a report on the area to present to the Planning 
Commission and City Council as identified in the Strategic Plan.  
 

9. Please see the attached article from The Columbus Dispatch providing a summary of the filing 
of litigation across the State from several political jurisdictions in opposition to Senate Bill 331.    
This article confirms the research that was conducted by staff in an effort to remain current on 
this legislation. This article will provide more detail on this law and theehearings which were 
scheduled to occur this morning.     
 

10. Tracy Roblero and Brian Riblet will be presenting a session on the Gateway Redevelopment 
Area on Friday afternoon at the David J. Allor Planning Conference sponsored by the 
Cincinnati Section of American Planning Association.  The session will focus on the process of 
acquiring the land, selecting a preferred developer and approvals of the roundabout.  Tracy will 
also provide an overview of the latest concept plan.   
 

11. Tracy Roblero and Frank Davis will be meeting with representatives from Gateway Partners 
this afternoon to discuss potential text amendments to the Zoning Code based on the concept 
plan for the Gateway Redevelopment Area.  There are several items that will need significant 
discussion before moving forward to the Planning Commission with any proposed language. 
 

12. Tomorrow will be a bittersweet day as we say goodbye to Julie Kipper. Although Julie has only 
been with us for two years, she quickly became a welcoming, friendly face that we all grew 
fond of seeing daily. Her strong work ethic, positive demeanor and care for this organization 
and community will be missed greatly.  We all wish her well in her future endeavors and thank 
her for her friendship and dedication while here at the City. Best wishes Julie! 
 

13. On that note, you will see a new face at the front desk on Monday. Laura Mangan will be with 
us for the next couple of months, during the hiring process for the front desk position. Laura is 
a temporary worker from Office Team/Robert Half Company and will be here to give support to 
staff. Please make her feel welcome when you stop by the front desk.   
 

14. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 



 

C: Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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