
 

 
 
 
      June 23, 2016 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads 
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of June 20, 2016 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. Last Friday, Julie Prickett attended the Ohio Public Employer Labor Relations Association 

(OHPELRA) 2016 Summer Program at the Columbus Police Department Training Academy.  
Topics included strategic approaches to managing Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) 
leave, an update on case law regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and an 
update from the State Employment Relations Board (SERB) regarding trends in labor 
negotiations.   
 

2. The Pool Luau was held this past Friday night and was once again a huge success with over 
350 people in attendance.  This popular event included free sno-cones, a steel drum band, fire 
juggler, games followed by the movie Dolphin Tale 2.  Thanks to everyone’s efforts for making 
this event successful.  
 

3. Congratulations to Sarah Fink and her family on the birth of little Donovan on Tuesday, June 
21, 2016.  Donovan was born at 11:03 a.m. weighing 6 pounds 15 ounces and 20 inches long.  
All are doing fine and we wish them very best during this special time! 
  

4. Scott Bierer, the third of three new police officer hires, began his employment with the City on 
Wednesday.   Scott has almost 16 years of experience with the Ohio State Highway Patrol as 
well as several years of experience with the Hamilton County Health Department. Please 
welcome Scott to the City of Montgomery team!   
 

5. The oral test portion of the Civil Service examination process for the position of 
firefighter/paramedic was conducted on Wednesday for six candidates.  The oral test panel 
consisted of Paul Wright, Julie Kipper, Julee Nies, Julie Prickett and Greg Vonden Benken.  
The Civil Service process will create an eligibility list for the firefighter/paramedic classification 
in the event of future vacancies. 
 

6. Crews from Complete General Construction continue work on the HAM-71-17.17 Cornell Road 
Bridge Project which is sponsored and administered by ODOT.  We have been posting several 
nightly lane closures for I-71 in conjunction with this project.  Cornell Road will remain closed 
throughout the project which is anticipated being substantially complete prior to the return to 
school for Sycamore in August. 
 

7. Elex, Inc. continues work on the 2016 Traffic Signal Project as crews poured the foundation 
and are preparing to install the new natural gas back-up generator for the traffic signal at 
Cooper Road and Delray Drive.  This project continues to be on course with much of the work 



being completed prior to the beginning of Sycamore School in August.  The contractual 
deadline for the project remains at October 31, 2016. 
 

8. Wayne was in Columbus today to attend an Ohio City/County Management Association 
(OCMA) Board Meeting. This was his last meeting before taking his position as the Vice 
President of the OCMA on July 1 under Tom Carroll of Silverton as the new OCMA President.    
Among items covered at today’s meeting were: Internships for The Next Generation; Changes 
in membership Dues Structures; Upcoming Training for OCMA Members and on-going work for 
the 2022 ICMA Conference to be held in Columbus.   Wayne is appreciative of the opportunity 
to participate in this professional group of managers across the State.    
 

9. Pre-Construction meetings were held today for the 2016 Street Resurfacing Program and the 
2016 Bituminous “Black Mat” Project.  Work on both projects is anticipated to begin in late 
June or early July.  The completion date for the Resurfacing Program is scheduled for October 
21, 2016 while the Bituminous “Black Mat” Project must be completed by August 16, 2016. 
 

10. Public works crews are busy preparing for the upcoming July 3/4 festivities as American Flags 
and Bunting were installed throughout the Montgomery Corridor this week.  Crews have also 
been preparing Montgomery Park by performing maintenance on the walkway, painting lighting 
bollards, removing and planting trees, and assuring all electrical needs will be accommodated.  
 

11. The Beautification and Tree Commission is hosting the second annual 2016 Tree and Garden 
Tour this Sunday, June 26, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Attendees can begin the tour at Swaim Park 
or Pioneer Park, where Garden tour maps will be available. There are five residential gardens 
on display as well as the gardens located on the grounds of the Twin Lakes North Campus, 
located off of Hopewell Road. This event is free of charge and does not require registration.  
 

12. Chief Simpson recently received a letter from Warren County Sheriff Larry Sims expressing his 
gratitude for our assistance during the recent shooting incident of Deputy Katie Barnes.  Please 
see the attached letter.  
 

13. Our very own Terry Willenbrink was featured as the cover story for the July edition of the 
Sycamore Living publication. The article covers the annual Arbor Day Walk that Terry hosts, as 
well as recognizing the Beautification and Tree Commission and City staff for their continued 
efforts in retaining our Tree City USA status.  We thank Terry for his commitment to keeping 
our City and parks looking so beautiful and for helping to educate our residents as well.  

 
Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Mayor and City Council Members 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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