
 

 
 
      February 2, 2017 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads  
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of January 30, 
2017 and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. As a reminder, the Financial Planning Committee of City Council will meet on Monday, 

February 6 at 4:30 p.m. The Law and Safety and Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committees 
have cancelled their meetings for the month of February.  
 

2. In January you will remember that the competition in the Battle of the Badges was rising 
between the fire and police departments as to who would win the title of best pizza makers and 
raise the most in donations for their respective charity.  Representing the fire department was 
Assistant Fire Chief, Ben Shapiro, as well as members of the Hamilton County Fire 
Investigation Unit (HCFIU). On the opposite side of the ring were Sergeant Greg Harris and 
Officers Paul Payne and James Martin. The pressure was on these agents of peace to lay 
down the law and the pepperoni to see if they could beat the heat brought on by the fighters of 
the flame. After the smoke cleared, the fire department registered sales over $900, with $405 
in donations going to the HCFIU (Please note this also included donations dropped into the 
boot and not just Rapid Fired Pizza). The police department registered sales of $975 with $244 
being donated to The Shield.  At the end of the competition, both departments were declared 
winners for their dedication to these worthy charities and for their example of community 
involvement. Great job guys!  
 

3. Officer Alexis Guilkey underwent shoulder surgery on the 30th of January. She is doing well and 
resting at home before rehab begins. She is expected to return in April. 
 

4. On Monday morning, Terry Donnellon, Katie and Wayne met with Sycamore Community 
School’s Superintendent, Frank Forsthoefel and Treasurer, Beth Weber to share an update 
with them on the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA) project.  The team discussed the 
proposed public improvements, valuation forecasts and potential funding options.   
 

5. On Tuesday evening, Tracy Roblero participated in a panel discussion regarding housing 
trends for millennials and seniors that was hosted by First Suburbs Consortium of Southwest 
Ohio.  Tracy discussed the housing trends in Montgomery and the goal regarding housing that 
is in the City’s 2016 – 2021 Strategic Plan.  Fellow panelists included Kelly Harrington, 
Assistant City Manager for the City of Blue Ash and Joy Pierson from Hamilton County 
Planning and Development.  There were approximately 50 people in attendance including 
Council members Gerri Harbison, Ken Suer, Craig Margolis, as well as Wayne Davis and Katie 
Smiddy.   
 

 
 



6. On Wednesday afternoon, Tracy, Brian, Wayne, Katie, and Frank met with the Gateway 
development team to discuss the City’s ground rules for the project and review updates on 
several key areas including the interchange modification finances and cost estimates of the 
public improvements.  The team discussed several important issues and upcoming deadlines 
to keep the project moving forward.   
 

7. At last night’s City Council Business Session, Laith Alfaqih was appointed to City Council to fill 
the unexpired term created when Ann Combs resigned from Council in December of 2016. 
Laith will fill the term until its expiration on December 6, 2017 and if interested will seek election 
in order to serve the next 4-year term. Laith is a graduate of the Montgomery Citizens 
Leadership Academy (MCLA) and was currently serving as the Chair of the Environmental 
Advisory Commission. Laith will have a formal swearing in ceremony at the March 1 Business 
Session meeting. An article about Laith is planned for the April Montgomery Bulletin.  
 

8. The Montgomery Citizens’ Leadership Academy (MCLA) will be hosted this evening by the 
team at Ohio National Financial Services.  Tracy Roblero and Katie Smiddy will debut their 
presentation for this session, “Taxes, TIFs and Our Town”.  This session starts at 5:45 p.m.   
The next MCLA session, Thursday, February 9 will be hosted by the Sycamore Community 
Schools, where they present on the “21st Century Learner”, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  For those 
who are attending this session, please note that when you arrive at the Junior High building to 
park in the back and enter at the entrance closest to the auditorium. 
 

9. The community development department will be hosting a Northeast Suburbs Housing 
Roundtable on Friday morning to get feedback from surrounding communities in regards to the 
housing trends and strategies for handling the changing demographics.  City Managers and 
Community Development Directors from eight jurisdictions will be in attendance to collaborate 
on this issue that is impacting all of our communities.  This is an implementation step as part of 
Goal 4 of the 2016 – 2021 Strategic Plan to solicit feedback in regards to housing.   
 

10. The police department has completed the personality assessments for the remaining 
candidates in the current patrol officer hiring process. The second phase of interviews for these 
candidates are scheduled next week with the City Manager, Chief of Police, Assistant Police 
Chief and Human Resource Manager.   
 

11. The fire department completed a week of joint training with the Madeira Indian Hill Joint Fire 
District members on the topic of ice rescue.  The firefighters covered the strategy and tactics of 
responding to incidents in a frozen pond where victims have fallen through the ice and are in 
need of rescue.  Additionally, the Montgomery crews received new ice rescue suits that were 
purchased to replace the 15 year-old suits.  The only disappointing part of the training was the 
lack of ice that we need to truly train in realistic situations, but no one is complaining about the 
warm weather! 
 

12. The Community Leadership Forum will be this Saturday, February 4, starting at 8:15 a.m. This 
forum will be held at Bethesda North Hospital in the Golder Conference Room I & II and 
breakfast will be provided. Topics to be covered include an update from senior staff on the five 
goals of the 2016-2021 Strategic Plan.  The forum will also include a panel discussion with 
several of our community partners: Sycamore Community Schools, Montgomery (Ohio) 
Chamber of Commerce, Twin Lakes Senior Living Community and Bethesda North Hospital.  
Thanks to all who will present and assist with this effort. 
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 



 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 



                                   MONTGOMERY FIRE DEPT. 
                                               DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION 

 MONTHLY INSPECTION REPORT 

January -2017 

 

OCCUPANCY CLASS      TOTALS                                   

 

 

 Initial Re-inspection Total 

RESIDENTIAL 1 0 1 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 1 7 8 

HEALTH CARE FACILITIES 19 2 21 

CHILD CARE FACILITIES 1 0 1 

EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 0 0 0 

CHURCHES 0 0 0 

MERCANTILE 26 0 26 

Sub Totals 48 9 57 

 

Other Misc. Inspections:  

 2 Inspections with NIC  

 2 Sprinkler activation follow ups 

 5 Inspections with State Fire Marshal’s Office 

 2 Foster care Fire Safety Inspections 

 1 Fire Safety Complaint 

 

                                                                                      TOTAL INSPECTIONS           69    
 

RESULTS OF INSPECTIONS 

VIOLATIONS ISSUED  ____________________________________________________  31 

VIOLATIONS CORRECTED  ______________________________________________  15 

TOTAL VIOLATIONS ISSUED IN 2016 ____________________________________     463 

TOTAL VIOLATIONS CORRECTED IN 2016 _______________________________    446 

RECOMMENDATIONS ISSUED  ___________________________________________  02 

RECOMMENDATIONS CORRECTED  ______________________________________  01 

COMPLAINTS ANSWERED  _______________________________________________  01 

REFERRALS MADE TO OTHERS  _________________________________________  00 

PERMITS ISSUED  _______________________________________________________  00 

PERMITS WITHHELD  ___________________________________________________  00 

APPLIANCES RED TAGGED  ______________________________________________  01 

CITATIONS ISSUED  _____________________________________________________  00 

WARNING TAGS ISSUED  _________________________________________________  00 

SUPPLY SYSTEMS INSTALLED  ___________________________________________  00 

SPRINKLER SYS. TESTS OBSERVED  ______________________________________  00 

ALARM SYS. TESTS OBSERVED  __________________________________________  00 

FIRE DRILLS OBSERVED  ________________________________________________   00 

TORNADO DRILLS OBSERVED  ___________________________________________  00 

SYSTEMS TEST CERTIFICATES RECEIVED  _______________________________  04 

PLAN REVIEWS MADE  __________________________________________________  04 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROGRAM INVOLVEMENT: 

Working on Inspector trainings for the Fire Dept. 

Attended SWOFSC Fire Inspector’s meeting 

                  

                         Lt.  Mark S. Stagge  

                                                                                                                       Fire Safety Inspector                                   



MEMO 
TO: Wayne Davis     FROM:  Gregory Harris   

 City Manager                 Police Sergeant 

                          

DATE: February 1, 2017  

REFERENCE:  January 2017 Council Report  

 

 

1/01 Officer Alex Janszen responded to the 9300 block of Montgomery 
Road for a disorderly person being removed from the property. The 
person calmed down after Alex arrived and was sent on his way.      

 
1/02 Officer Alex Janszen conducted a traffic stop in the 9400 block of 

Main Street. The driver and a passenger were cited for drug 
possession and paraphernalia. All parties were released and sent on 
their way.     

 
1/03 Officer Scott Bierer located an open business in the 7800 block of 

Cooper Road. He was able to re-secure the property. 
 
1/04 Officer Robert Otte responded to 10555 Montgomery Road for reports 

of an unknown white powdered substance on the mailboxes. 
Mailboxes were cleaned without incident.    

 
1/05 Officer Martin Day responded for reports of the elevators stuck 

between floors at Bethesda North Hospital. The incident was handled 
by Montgomery Fire Rescue 73.    

 
1/06 Officer Alex Janszen responded for reports of a fake ID being passed 

in the 9300 Block of Montgomery Road. The persons left in a vehicle 
which Alex was able to locate and stop. The female was cited and 
released from the scene.                                                                                                                                                                        

 
1/07 Officer Gregory Schill responded to Bethesda North Hospital for a 

potentially wanted felon from Butler County. A warrant checked 
revealed that the person was not wanted.                 

 



1/08 Officer Alex Janszen responded to Bethesda North Hospital for a 
patient found to be in possession of narcotics and drug abuse 
instruments. The person was charged and given a court date for 
arraignment.     

 
1/09 Officer Martin Day responded to IR 71 south to assist Hamilton 

County Sheriff unit 9S31 with a traffic stop. The driver was a wanted 
felon from Lockland and taken into custody without incident.    

 
1/10 Officer Martin Day responded to the Blue Ash Police Department to 

assist that agency with a menacing report. All of the Blue Ash Units 
were on other runs.    

 
1/11 Sergeant Michael Davenport responded to assist Blue Ash Police 

Department in writing a search warrant on three persons suspected 
of breaking into vehicles throughout the area. All three persons were 
arrested and charged based off the search warrant being served.    

 
1/12 Officer Nick Nimeskern responded to the area of Bicentennial Place 

for the report of a suspicious person in all dark clothing. Vague 
description given and the area was checked. Person not located.        

 
1/13 Police Clerk Michael Young received a request for extra patrol during 

the early morning hours at Sycamore Junior High School regarding 
the congested traffic situation around the school.         

 
1/14 Officer Nick Nimeskern responded to the 9900 block of Montgomery 

Road for the report of an irate patron. Situation resolved and the 
person was sent on his way.      

 
1/15 Officer Nick Nimeskern conducted eleven vacation checks during his 

shift on listed vacation homes throughout the City during his watch.    
 
1/16 Officer Steve Hoy located a business found open in the 10700 Block 

of Montgomery Road. After checking the property, he was able to 
make the building secure.  

 



01/17  Sergeant Michael Davenport conducted eleven security checks on 
businesses in the Heritage district during his watch. All of the 
businesses were secure.        

 
01/18 Officer Lauren Helgeson located a vehicle parked in the 10700 Block 

of Montgomery Road with the dome light on, left unattended. The 
vehicle had front end damages with a note saying it will be picked up 
in the morning. Investigation pending.      

 
01/19 Montgomery Units responded and handled five auto crashes 

throughout the City over first and second shifts.      
 
01/20 Montgomery Units responded for and handled six auto crashes 

throughout the City over third and first shifts.     
 
01/21  Officer Steve Hoy located a person sleeping in his vehicle on Market 

Place Lane. The person had outstanding warrants for his arrest.      
 
01/22 Officer Martin Day responded to Techwood Circle in Blue Ash to 

assist the Blue Ash Police Units with a drug knock-and-talk at the 
Ashwood Hotel.     

 
01/23 Officer Scott Bierer located a business found open in the 6400 block 

of Pfeiffer Road. Interior checked ok and the property was re-
secured.      

 
01/24 SRO James Martin caught two students engaged in inappropriate 

behavior in the stairwell at Sycamore High School. The situation was 
handled by school administrators.    

  
01/25  Officer Robert Otte and Officer Nick Nimeskern responded to Tiburon 

Drive for a possible burglary in progress. The residence was checked 
secure. The homeowner was advised of the same. The detail was 
logged as unfounded.    

 
01/26 Officer Alex Janszen responded to the area of 5757 Cooper Road for 

reports of a large fight in progress on the grounds. Nothing was 
found. Logged as unfounded.    



 
01/27 Sergeant Kevin Gruber responded for a two vehicle auto accident 

with injuries on IR 71 south at the 16.4 mile post.      
 
01/28 Sergeant Michael Davenport stopped a vehicle in the 9900 block of 

Montgomery Road. The driver was cited for speed and for possession 
of marijuana.   

 
01/29 Officer Scott Bierer stopped a vehicle speeding on north IR 71 

around the 16.8 mile post. The driver was cited for speeding and the 
passenger was charged with drug possession and drug paraphernalia.     

 
01/30 Officer Robert Otte and Sergeant Gregory Harris responded to 

Bethesda North Hospital to assist security with a person snorting 
heroin in the restroom of the hospital. The person was processed at 
the Montgomery Police Department and then transported to the 
Hamilton County Justice Center.  

 
01/31 Officer Lauren Helgeson responded to the Police Department to 

assist a person wanting to pay out her citation.  
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