
 

 
 
 
      August 11, 2016 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads 
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of August 8, 2016 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. Wayne Davis, Brian Riblet and Tracy Roblero met with a potential tenant for the Gateway 

Redevelopment Area and representatives from Gateway Partners on Monday morning.  The 
user is interested in owning one of the office buildings in Phase I of the development and 
wanted to understand the City’s vision for the project.   
 

2. Wayne Davis and Katie Smiddy have completed budget reviews with all departments and the 
finance department is now working on modifications and updates to the City’s 2017 Operating 
and Capital Budgets.  The Budget will be initially shared with the Financial Planning Committee 
of City Council on September 6, presented to the full Council at the Business Session on 
September 7 and presented in its entirety to City Council on September 14.    
 

3. On Tuesday, staff concluded the first of two sessions of media training conducted by Faith 
Lynch and Mallory Bonbright, the public information officer for Sycamore Community Schools.  
The first series of trainings allowed management staff the opportunity to map out a media 
message pertaining to a hypothetical scenario and then utilize those message points for an on 
camera interview. The interviewees will then be given the opportunity to study the raw footage.  
The second media training will be held at the October 6 Managers Forum and will provide an 
update to staff on the current City media relations policy, communications policy and social 
media policy. Finally, Faith and Mallory will wrap up the session with a discussion on the 
interviews, what worked well and where we can improve.  We are very fortunate to have a 
strong working partnership with our colleagues at Sycamore Community Schools and are 
grateful for Mallory’s assistance. 
 

4. The police department hosted the Montgomery Chamber of Commerce luncheon today at the 
Safety Center. Police department staff gave a presentation on department operations and 
provided training with the use of the firearms simulation training unit.  Thanks to all involved to 
make this a very informative and interactive session. 
 

5. Officer Alex Janszen begins his training today as the newest member of the Hamilton County 
Police Association Honor Guard. Congratulations Alex, we appreciate your service in the Honor 
Guard and for representing the City well! 
 

6. The 2016 Bituminous “Black Mat” Project is substantially complete as crews from Strawser, 
Inc. applied the asphalt surface treatment material this past Friday.  Final thermoplastic 
pavement markings are anticipated being complete by the end of next week at which point staff 
will proceed with final inspections and project closeout. 



 
 

7. Crews from Barrett Paving Materials continue working on the 2016 Street Resurfacing Program 
as crews are currently working on the catch basin repairs and replacements as well as 
concrete curb removal and replacement.  As a reminder, this years’ program has a completion 
date of October 21, 2016 which is later than in previous years.  
  

8. Ja’net Crawford will soon assume the role as the President of the Ohio Association of Mayor’s 
Court Clerks. Janet Crawford was currently serving as the Vice President; her new 
appointment will begin in September of this year.  Great job Ja’net! 
 

9. Six former Montgomery Mayors have been invited to participate in a roundtable discussion on 
Thursday, August 18 from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the City Hall Council Chambers.  They will have 
an opportunity to reflect on their years at the gavel.  The discussion will be facilitated by Ray 
Kingsbury and recorded for broadcast on the City’s website by Waycross Communications.  
Participating Mayors include Ken Suer, Gerri Harbison, Todd Steinbrink, Gary Blomberg, Ivan 
Silverman and Richard Tuten.  We are fortunate that these former Mayors are able to make 
time in their busy schedules to help us record this engaging piece of Montgomery history.   
 

10. Public Works staff will be conducting an “Open House” next Thursday, August 18 from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at City Hall for residents on Ross Avenue.  The meeting is intended to review the 
current plans and receive feedback for a project on Ross Avenue that include:  minor road 
widening, concrete curbing and a 5’ wide concrete sidewalk on the east side of the road, and 
storm drainage improvements.  Staff also has plans to apply for grant funding in September to 
subsidize the overall project cost. 
 

11. Please find the attached Montgomery, New York quarterly newsletter. The Village of 
Montgomery in New York is our National Sister City and will be celebrating General 
Montgomery Day on September 11. Members of City Council and staff are making plans to 
travel to New York to participate in the parade and to continue strengthening our relationship 
with the Village of Montgomery. 
 

12. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Mayor and City Council Members 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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