
 
 
 
      May 25, 2017 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads  
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of May 22, 2017 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. This past Saturday, the Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) held a Spring Shredding 

event in conjunction with the monthly cardboard recycling at the public works facility.  Volunteers 
stayed busy helping the 94 vehicles that came through the line. Royal Document verified that 
approximately 4,900 lbs. of paper was shredded during this three-hour event.  Thank you to City 
Council Member Cappel and EAC Commission members: Mark Laskovics, Donna Schwartz, and 
Elaine Cohen, as well as Gary Heitkamp and Connie Gaylor for helping to make this event a 
success.   
 

2. Katie Smiddy attended the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) National 
Conference. The conference featured unparalleled opportunities for sharing ideas, sharpening 
skills, discovering new tools and technologies, and networking with peers from across North 
America and around the world.  
 

3. A pre-construction meeting was held on Monday with Tri-State Concrete Construction Company 
for the Montgomery Road Sidewalk Project PID#99954.  The project is anticipated to begin in 
mid-June and is scheduled to be completed by November 3, 2017. The project includes the 
installation of concrete sidewalk on the east side of Montgomery Road from Weller Road to the 
main entrance of Bethesda Hospital and includes the construction of a pedestrian bridge across 
Sycamore Creek.  Funding is primarily through the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of 
Governments (OKI). 
 

4. On Monday, Wayne Davis, Brian Riblet, and Matt Davis from DSD Advisors attended the 
Hamilton County Transportation Improvement District (TID) meeting to show our continued 
support of our recent grant application submittal requesting $250,000 in HB26 funds.  Hamilton 
County Engineer, Ted Hubbard, was very appreciate of all the detailed work that went into the 
Montgomery application and indicated our application will be “in the hopper” for recommended 
funding being sent to Columbus for consideration. 
 

5. On Monday, Community Development Director Tracy Roblero was interviewed by Local 12’s 
Scott Dimmich about the City’s solar incentive.  Scott also interviewed Ben Pipkin of Pipkin’s 
Market about the benefits the business has received from their solar installation.  Pipkin’s was 
the City’s first commercial solar installation in 2015 and benefited from the incentive. The story 
will be uploaded to Local 12’s website next week.  We will share the link in next week’s Thursday 
Update. 



 
 

6. On Tuesday, Wayne Davis and Brian Riblet met with Warren Walker from Duke Energy as we 
occasionally do to discuss how we can continue to support the efforts of both of our organizations. 
Warren provided an update on the proposed Natural Gas Pipeline Project and stated that a public 
hearing for the pipeline project is scheduled for June 15, 2017 from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m., held in 
Muntz Hall of the University of Cincinnati, Blue Ash campus. 
 

7. This week the customer service representative interview team (Connie Gaylor, Julie Prickett, 
Tracy Roblero and Matthew Vanderhorst) interviewed five candidates for this position.  These 
five candidates were selected from a pool of 14 candidates who participated in telephone 
interviews earlier this month. 
 

8. Crews from Perkins/Carmack continue work on the Public Works Building.  Weather permitting, 
the concrete flooring for the office area expansion will be place on Thursday morning.  Public 
works crews are preparing to remove the existing greenhouse by the end of the week as 
construction work on the garage bay expansion is scheduled to begin on Tuesday, May 30. 
 

 
 

9. The Ross Avenue Sidewalk and Storm Drainage Project and the Jolain Drive Storm Drainage 
Project will be advertised to solicit bids beginning this Friday, May 26.  Bid openings for both 
projects is scheduled for Friday, June 9, 2017. 
 

10. Public works staff have been working with representatives from Camden Homes and Site Works 
to repair utility trenches on Orchard Club Drive prior to the Memorial Day weekend.  Weather 
permitting, this work will be completed by end of business on Friday. 
 

 
 



11. In honor of National Public Works Week, the public works staff was treated to a catered breakfast 
this morning at the public works facility.  We thank the public works staff for all that they do for 
the City and for us. They are always quick to jump in when needed and we appreciate them very 
much! Thank you to Mayor Dobrozsi, Vice Mayor Roesch, Council Members Alfaqih, Harbison, 
Margolis and Suer, as well as City staff, who stopped in to share breakfast and a time of fellowship 
with everyone.  
 

12. The Gertz Company began work this week to replace 24 fire hydrants in conjunction with the 
2017 Street Resurfacing Program.  Weather permitting, crews anticipate the fire hydrants being 
replaced by June 23, 2017.  John R. Jurgensen Company has indicated crews will mobilize early 
next week to begin work on the catch basins, drainage issues and removal and replacement of 
concrete curbing associated with the Street Resurfacing Program.  This project is scheduled for 
completion by August 11, 2017. 
 

13. The Montgomery Community Pool opens for the season on Saturday, May 27.  A total of 452 
pool memberships have been purchased which is 48 more memberships than last year at this 
time. Projects completed in preparation for the pool season include: the painting of bathroom 
concession floors. a new concrete ramp was installed in the pool to assist those entering and 
exiting the pool and assures compliance with ADA requirements, the pool floor was repaired, 
some of the giant funbrellas were restitched, and the basketball court was restriped. New 
computers and point of sale equipment were installed at the pool front desk and concession with 
the goal to have our technology more reliable in the outdoor elements. New signage and a new 
wooden front desk is scheduled to be installed on Thursday. 
 

14. In other related pool news, the swim team reached maximum capacity with 135 swimmers on the 
Makos swim team, $1000 from four sponsors was secured for the swim team including:  Unit 
Building Services/Schmidlin Family, McFall Firm, Kleinfelder Family and the Original Pancake 
House. Registration is currently taking place for session A swim lessons. 
 

15. Melanie Osborn will be assisting the recreation team again this summer and she will begin on 
Tuesday, May 30. Please join us in giving Melanie a warm welcome. 
 

16. City offices will be closed on Monday, May 29 in observance of Memorial Day. To those staff 
members who will be working, we appreciate your service to the safety of our community during 
the holiday weekend. Please remember those who have given their lives to protect our freedoms.  
 

17. Please find attached an article that ran in a leading industry magazine, Roads & Bridges which 
features practices and innovations of the public works department. The public works department 
continues to be recognized for their creativity and forward thinking. Great job to all! 
 

18. Please find a thank you note from Chief Simpson regarding the sympathies extended to him in 
the passing of his nephew. Chief your family is still in our thoughts.  
 

19. Please see the attached new articles that have ran since our last update.  
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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