
 
 
 
 
 
      June 22, 2017 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads  
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of June 19, 2017 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. Chief Crowell and Assistant Chief Vonden Benken are currently in the process of setting up their 

new offices and settling into their new leadership roles.  We know that it will be a seamless 
transition for them both and wish them both the best. 
 

2. The Planning Commission met on Monday night to consider a request to table the revised 
General Development Plan for the proposed Comprehensive Cancer Care facility on Bethesda 
North Hospital’s campus.  The applicant requested to table the request to give them more time 
to finalize the design of the proposed building and the associated parking garage.  The Planning 
Commission voted to table the application per the applicant’s request.  Staff also gave the 
Planning Commission an overview of the status of the Gateway Redevelopment Area and walked 
the Commission through the plan prior to consideration of text amendments to the Old 
Montgomery Gateway District in July.   
 

3. On Monday morning John Crowell and Katie Smiddy attended the quarterly Miami Valley Risk 
Management Association (MVRMA) Board Meeting.  The members reviewed the Risk 
Management and Finance Committee reports and discussed personnel and compensation policy 
changes.  The Board reported that the property premium for the 7/1/17-7/1/18 policy period, will 
incur a modest increase of 1.8% from the prior year due to a 4% increase in insured values of 
the pool.  There were a few small enhancements in coverage, but generally coverage is 
consistent with expiring coverage.  The next board meeting is scheduled for September 18, 2017.   
 

4. Crews from Greater Cincinnati Water Works began final restoration of water main valves and the 
asphalt surface surrounding the valves that were replaced earlier this year. The replaced valves 
are located on Cooper Road near the Sycamore Junior High School and on Cooper Road near 
Montgomery Road. 
 

5. Katie Smiddy, Terry Donnellon and Wayne Davis met with members of the Gateway Partners 
Team to work on moving closer to a solution for generating a Preferred Developer Agreement for 
the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA).   While there is a lot of work to be completed, it is 
believed that the City and the developers continue to make progress in negotiations and 
understanding of the dynamics involved with the project.   This finance group is next scheduled 
to meet on Tuesday morning, June 27, at 11:00 am.    
 
 
 
 
 



6. Assistant Chief Vonden Benken attended a Miami Valley Risk Management Association 
(MVRMA) seminar at Centerville Police Department on Tuesday. Attorney Jonathan Downes led 
the training on the following topics: negotiations, discipline/arbitration update, and current law 
issues for Law Enforcement Managers.  
 

7. On Tuesday, Faith Lynch attended a public records training presented by the Auditor of State's 
office. This was done to be in compliance with the requirement to attend public records training 
every term. Faith serves as the City's public records custodian. 
 

8. Tracy Roblero and Terry Donnellon met with representatives of the Joseph Group to discuss the 
possibility of expanding the parking lot at Columbia Chevrolet along the rear property line.  Based 
on the meeting today, the architect for the Joseph Group will submit a concept plan for 
consideration before determining the feasibility of the project.   
 

9. Crews from J.T. Lohrer began “pot holing” (digging small holes to locate utilities) on Wednesday 
across Montgomery Road at the Twin Lakes project in preparation of boring the new water 
service for the Twin Lakes development.  Temporary lane closures are possible in this area of 
Montgomery Road tomorrow and Friday. 
 

10. Katie Smiddy and Wayne Davis met with the Audit Team from the State Auditor’s Office on 
Wednesday for a post audit conference. Katie is happy to announce that the audit is complete 
with no findings. The Audit Team will attend a Financial Planning meeting in August to present 
their report to the members of the Financial Planning Committee.  
 

11. Public works crews are busy preparing for the upcoming July 3/4 festivities as American Flags 
and Bunting were installed throughout the Montgomery Corridor this week.  Crews have also 
been preparing Montgomery Park by performing maintenance on the walkway, painting lighting 
bollards, removing and planting trees, and assuring all electrical needs are accommodated. 
 

12. Weather permitting, crews from J.K. Meurer will be completing pavement repairs to portions of 
Orchard Club Drive as a result of accelerated deterioration from the construction traffic for the 
Camden Homes project.  Camden Homes is participating financially for the pavement repairs 
which are anticipated to be completed by Friday. 
 

13. All fulltime employees are reminded to complete the EasyApps online process by noon, June 30.  
The EasyApps process is used to acquire quotes from multiple insurance carriers for our group 
insurance coverages.  If you need assistance, please contact a member of the HealthCare 
Benefits Committee (James Martin, Patrick Morgan, Julie Prickett, Mike Rogers, Katie Smiddy, 
and Sharon Savitt) or Anne Paulus at HORAN (513-587-2738). 
 

14. The City is considering applying for an Ohio American Planning Association award for the work 
done at the Gateway Redevelopment Area.  The nominations are due on July 16 and winners 
will be notified in late August.  Awards would be presented at the biennial APA Ohio State 
Planning Conference in Athens, Ohio in September.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

15. Officers Rich Riley and Kenney Bertz were formally sworn in at the City Council Work Session 
held last night.  Although, Rich and Kenney are not new to us this week, we want to extend a 
welcome to them and their families from their new City of Montgomery family.  
 

 

     
 
Just for the record, I believe Leo Bertz doesn’t meet the age requirements to be sworn in, however 
he may have a future in law enforcement in his sights! 
 

16. Wayne Davis was in Columbus today to attend an Ohio City/County Management Association 
(OCMA) Board Meeting. This was his last meeting before taking his position as the new President 
of OCMA on July 1. Congratulations to Wayne on being appointed to this position and his 
commitment to serving this professional group of managers across the State.    
 

17. Faith Lynch met with representatives of DMSink in their corporate offices in Yellow Springs today.  
DMSink has been selected as the new vendor for the design, production and mail service for the 
City's annual calendar and monthly newsletter. Faith toured the facility and discussed the contract 
process, production schedule and design of the 2018 Calendar.  The contract and legislation is 
expected to be presented to Council on July 19 at the Work Session. Staff will seek approval 
from Council at the August 2 Business session. 
 

18. The Community Development Department will host a roundtable discussion with various 
developers in the Greater Cincinnati area on Friday morning to discuss the national and local 
housing trends and get their perspective and feedback on the Montgomery housing market.  The 
feedback gathered in this roundtable will be used to generate a White Paper on housing as called 
for the in 2016 – 2021 Strategic Plan.   
 
 



 
19. The Beautification and Tree Commission’s Garden Tour is this Sunday from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Attendees can begin the tour at Montgomery City Hall or Pioneer Park, where Garden tour maps 
will be available. There are five residential gardens and two business gardens on display. This 
event is free of charge and does not require registration. 
 

20. Work on the Montgomery Road Sidewalk Project is scheduled to begin on Monday, June 26.  
 

21. Our new customer service representative, Kathi Ranford, will be starting on July 5. Kathi comes 
to us with over 27-years’ experience in local government with the City of Cincinnati with a short 
stint in Durham, NC. Kathy is a graduate of Xavier University. 
 

22. Please see attached news articles that have ran since our last update. 
 

 
Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 
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