
 

 
 
 
      September 3, 2015 
 
 
  
TO:  Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  Wayne S. Davis, City Manager  
  Department Heads 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of August 31, 
2015 and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. As a reminder, City Hall offices will be closed on Monday, September 7 to celebrate the Labor 

Day holiday. 
 

2. As a reminder, the Financial Planning, Planning Zoning and Landmarks, and Law and Safety 
Committees of City Council will be rescheduled for Tuesday, September 15 in observance of 
the Labor Day holiday.   
 

3. Lieutenant John Crowell attended the Miami Valley Risk Management Association (MVRMA) 
quarterly Risk Management Committee Meeting on Monday, in Centerville.  Meeting topics 
discussed were: the use of drones and obtaining insurance coverage for their use, member 
fund contributions and pending litigation among the various member agencies. 
 

4. Attached is a thank you letter from the Sanker Family regarding the tragic death of their 
daughter, Amy, a recent Sycamore High School graduate.  Sergeant Greg Harris and School 
Resource Officer Paul Payne spent many hours with the Sanker Family consoling them during 
this extremely difficult time.  The City sends the Sanker family many heartfelt condolences and 
wishes them the best as they move forward. 
 

5. The annual pavement marking program with Aero-Mark, Inc. began on Wednesday.  Aero-
Mark, the City’s contractor for this service, will be adding paint to the existing pavement 
markings on portions of Montgomery Road, Cooper Road, Remington Road, Weller Road, Zig 
Zag Road, as well as stop bars and crosswalks at various locations throughout the City. 
 

6. Income tax revenues for the month of August were $674,343, which is an increase of 8.7% 
compared to collections of $620,183 for August of 2014.  Year-to-date revenues are up 4.4% 
over last year and exceed estimated revenues by 3.2%.  The August Income Tax Variance 
Report is attached for reference. 
 

7. Only a few items remain on the Montgomery and Pfeiffer Roads Improvement Project, and only 
a few punch-list items need to be finalized on the Street Resurfacing Program.  Staff will 
assure all punch-list items are finished and it is anticipated that all projects will be completed at 
or below the budgeted amounts. 
 

8. The wall for the salt barn expansion at the public works facility is complete.  Work will continue 
on the new salt barn, including the re-wiring of electric service. 



9. Public works staff continued to work on drainage issues this week, including catch basin 
repairs on Montgomery Road close to Valley Creek, catch basin modification on Weller Road, 
drainage improvement at the gazebo in Pioneer Park and a drainage ditch on Margaret Lane. 
 

10. Public works reports that the electrostatic fence painting of the tennis courts at Dulle and 
Pioneer Parks is complete. This is another nice touch from Public Works as they wrap up 
summer maintenance projects. 
 

11. On Tuesday, Paul Wright met with Frank Forsthoefel of Sycamore Schools to begin partnering 
with his new role as Superintendent.  They discussed how the fire department is involved in the 
Sycamore Schools with safety education, fire prevention, safety plans, building inspections and 
fire drills.  Both enjoyed getting to know each other and look forward to future opportunities to 
meet and work together.  
 

12. This Friday, the City and the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) will begin a 
mediation process as part of on-going collective bargaining efforts.  The City and the IAFF 
were unable to reach a tentative agreement for a new labor contract and are seeking 
assistance from a mediator to resolve outstanding issues and reach a tentative agreement. 
 

13. Chief Simpson will have lunch with new Sycamore School District Superintendent Frank 
Forsthoefel on Friday.  Although the two have previously worked together, Don wants to 
discuss new ideas and/or programs which the school district may be considering.  This will be a 
great opportunity to build on an already fantastic partnership.  
 

14. Dogfest and K-9 Kerplunk will be held on Labor Day from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Montgomery 
Community Pool. The cost to participate is free for pool members, and $3 per dog for 
nonmembers. Pet People and Puppywood Pet Resort are the main sponsors for the event. 
Vendors on site will include Professional Pet Grooming by Kathie who will be giving free nail 
trims for dogs, Pawjoggers, EarthWise Pet Supply, Cincinnati Hills Animal Clinic, Petwants, 
Circle Tails (a non-profit adoption group), and Meals on Wheels for Pets. Participants that bring 
a non-perishable pet food item to donate to Meals on Wheels for Pets will be entered into a 
drawing. New this year is an animal communicator (Kimberly Billings). There will be fun 
activities on stage and in the pool and participants will receive great prizes, many of which 
were donated. Thank you in advance to City Council member Gerri Harbison for judging the 
on-stage contests. Thanks to the Dogfest Team for all of the hard work in planning the event. 
This elite team includes Cindy Abner, Sharon Savitt, Sarah Fink, Mark Stagge, Greg Schill, 
Tony Brothers and Julie Machon. 
  

15. Rogers Paving is currently sealing the driveways in the cemetery and this project is anticipated 
to be completed by next week. 
 

16. Please remember to plan to attend the Montgomery First Responder Appreciation Day next 
Thursday, September 10 at the Safety Center from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m.  This a great opportunity 
to interact with this great group of people and thanks to City Council for taking the time to 
acknowledge all they do for the community. 
 

17. Please find attached monthly department reports from the fire and police departments for the 
month of August. 
 

18. I will be out of state beginning this evening, travelling to Vermont to attend the funeral of my 
sister. Paul Wright will serve as Acting City Manager in my absence. I will return to the area on 
Tuesday, September 8. I thank everyone for your support, decency and kind words. 
 



19. Happy Labor Day to our City Council and staff. We are all very fortunate to have a great 
community to serve, and the time to spend with our family and friends. Enjoy the weekend and 
be safe! 
 

20. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 
 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 











                                  MONTGOMERY FIRE DEPT. 
                                               DIVISION OF  FIRE PREVENTION 

 MONTHLY INSPECTION REPORT 

August -2015 

 

OCCUPANCY CLASS      TOTALS                                          

 

 Initial Re-inspections Total 

RESIDENTIAL   ____________________       1  0                  1 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS  _______________   2  2    4 

HEALTH CARE FACILITIES  ________     0    0                             0 

CHILD CARE FACILITIES  __________    1                                0                             1  

EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS  ________   1  0 1 

CHURCHES  _______________________                     1                    0          1  

MERCANTILE  ____________________   51  15     66 

Sub Totals:  ..................................................     57                              17                          74 

 

Other Misc. Inspections:  

 5  Inspections with NIC  

2 Fire  Alarm trouble follow ups 

3 City Fire Alarm issues with Koorsen Fire  

                                                                                  TOTAL INSPECTIONS               84 
 

RESULTS OF INSPECTIONS 

 

VIOLATIONS ISSUED   ___________________________________________________  53 

VIOLATIONS CORRECTED  ______________________________________________  44 

TOTAL VIOLATIONS ISSUED IN 2015 ____________________________________    363 

TOTAL VIOLATIONS CORRECTED IN 2015  _______________________________  314 

RECOMMENDATIONS  ISSUED  ___________________________________________  03 

RECOMMENDATIONS CORRECTED  ______________________________________  02 

COMPLAINTS ANSWERED  _______________________________________________  00 

REFERRALS MADE TO OTHERS  _________________________________________  00 

PERMITS ISSUED  _______________________________________________________  00 

PERMITS WITHHELD  ___________________________________________________  00 

APPLIANCES RED TAGGED  ______________________________________________  00 

CITATIONS ISSUED  _____________________________________________________  00 

WARNING TAGS ISSUED  _________________________________________________  00 

SUPPLY SYSTEMS INSTALLED  ___________________________________________  00 

SPRINKLER SYS. TESTS OBSERVED  ______________________________________  02 

ALARM SYS. TESTS OBSERVED  __________________________________________  01 

FIRE DRILLS OBSERVED  ________________________________________________   00 

TORNADO DRILLS OBSERVED  ___________________________________________  00 

SYSTEMS TEST CERTIFICATES RECEIVED  _______________________________  15 

PLAN REVIEWS MADE  __________________________________________________  11 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROGRAM INVOLVEMENT : 

Center Learn – Inspector trainings  

Meeting with South West Ohio  Fire Safety Council (SWOFSC)  

 

 

                    LT.  Mark S. Stagge  

                                                                                                                  Fire Safety Inspector                                   
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MEMO 
TO: Wayne Davis     FROM:  Don Simpson  

 City Manager                 Police Chief 

                      Don Simpson      

DATE:  September 1, 2015 

REFERENCE:  August Council Report 

 

 
Activity 
 
8/1 Officer Nick Nimeskern investigated a single vehicle crash at the 17.9 mile marker on  

North I71 in which the driver lost control and struck the median wall.  Upon further 
investigation, Nick asked driver to submit to roadside sobriety tests which he declined 
to perform.  He was charged with OVI, and failing to maintain control. 
 

8/2 Officer TJ Shreve and Sgt Mike Davenport reported that they witnessed a pickup  
 truck strike a curb in the 9200 block of Montgomery Rd.  Upon 
 further investigation, they discovered the driver had an open container of alcohol and 
 was extremely intoxicated.  The driver now faces OVI and open container charges in 
 Montgomery Mayor’s Court. 
 
8/3 Officer Bob Otte and Sgt Greg Vonden Benken investigated a bicycle crash involving  

a Time Warner truck in the crosswalk on Cornell Rd near the entrance to the high 
school.  A teen-aged bicyclist entered the crosswalk before determining that is was 
safe to cross.  As a result of being struck the teen suffered a broken collarbone and 
facial injuries.   

 
8/4 Officer Greg Schill and Officer Alex Janszen were called to the scene of a hit-skip 

auto accident on Montgomery Rd.  The at fault driver was pulled over near Steak & 
Shake.  Upon further investigation it was determined the man had been drinking 
alcohol.  When he performed poorly on roadside field tests he was arrested and 
charged with OVI. 

 
8/5 Second shift cars responded to a 9 vehicle auto accident on IR 71 south 
 where a naked man was observed running along the median wall.  The Ohio  
 Highway Patrol witnessed the initial crash and took the man into custody with the 

assistance of an off duty officer and others.  Air care was called to the scene due to 
the severity of the injuries and crash.  The naked suspect is facing numerous charges 
through Hamilton County Municipal Court. 

 
8/6 Officer James Martin responded to a Main St. business where a person advised that 
 someone entered her car and took a camera valued at $5000.  Detectives are  
 assigned to the case and are actively checking for the property through pawn shops. 
 
8/7 Detective Pat Giblin is investigating a rape allegation from an incident in January 
 2014, involving a juvenile and an ex-boyfriend.  The victim is scheduled for an 
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 interview at the Mayerson Center in Cincinnati for a thorough investigation process. 
 The outcome of the interview and investigation could be many months away as  
 Investigators comb through the evidence and interviews. 
 
8/8 Dayshift officers responded to a domestic situation on Terwilliger’s Trail.  This  
 situation has been ongoing for several months between parents and a juvenile 
 daughter.  There are no allegations or proof of a physical fight or threats, but the  
 mother stated she may leave the residence for a few days to let things cool off. 
 
8/9 Officer Dan Long responded to a Deerfield Rd address where the victim stated that 
 a series of checks had been stolen from her checkbook while she was in the Pavilion
 at Pioneer Park.  The checks have been cancelled and have not been used as of this 
 date. 
 
8/10 Officer Greg Schill responded to Perin Rd where a semi-truck failed to negotiate a  
 turn and struck a nearby car.  There were 3 other accidents recorded on this day 
 as well. 
 
8/12 Sgt Greg Harris responded to a 911 call on East Kemper Rd, where he met the caller 
 who was very confused about the whereabouts of her daughter.  Sgt Harris located 

the 50 year old daughter who told him that the elderly female was suffering from 
dementia and was in the probate process.  All ok at the residence. 

 
8/13 Officer Lauren Helgeson caught 4 male juveniles “Ding-Dong Ditching”, in the 
 area of Weller Rd.  The 4 boys were identified and returned home to their parents. 
 The boys promised that they would not repeat this behavior again. 
 
8/14 Officer Bob Otte spoke to a theft victim on Fairwind.  The victim had several items 

removed from his vehicle including an IPOD, and several gift cards.  His vehicle was 
unlocked. 
 

8/15 Dayshift units were dispatched an active auto theft on Montgomery Rd.  The 
 victim was following the vehicle which was reported stolen to another police 
 agency.  Sgt Mike Plaatje was working a traffic post for the pavement construction 
 near Pfeiffer Rd and he spotted the vehicle near the intersection.  Mike attempted to  
 stop the vehicle and was nearly struck.  Officer Pat Giblin and Officers Bob Otte and  

Dave Mulcahy were close behind in cruisers.  A chase ensued and the suspect 
crashed on IR 71 south near Madeira where the he attempted to flee on foot.  

 He was quickly taken into custody alongside the interstate.  There are multiple  
 charges pending in Hamilton County Municipal Court.  No injuries were reported  
 during this entire chase and apprehension. 
 
 
8/16 Officer Paul Payne responded to a Laurelview address where he met a victim of an 

online scam.  The victim sent a check for a wheelchair donation in the amount of 
$2845 and was supposed to get a rebate and not have the entire amount charged to 
her account.  Several days later her account was overdrawn in the amount of $2600.   
This is a common tactic for online scammers to send fraudulent checks and rebates 
which leaves many unsuspecting victims with a smaller back account.  There are no 
suspects at this time. 
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8/17 Sgt Mike Plaatje responded to Krogers for a stolen purse report.  While shopping 
 a lady turned her back on her shopping cart and an unknown suspect took her  
 purse without her consent.  Several credit cards and checks have been cancelled 
 and have shown no activity for fraudulent activity.  She does not wish any follow up 
 unless the cards and checks are used.  No known suspect information is available. 
 
8/18 School Resource Officer Paul Payne received a thank you from a parent regarding 
 an assault case that he investigated several years ago at Sycamore High School.   
 The parent was concerned about ongoing bullying issues.  School officials are  
 aware of the situation and continue to monitor the case. 
 
8/19 Officer Bob Otte responded to a Cooper Rd address for a reported rape.  The 
 victim stated she had been sexually assaulted at Mt Airy Forest.  Cincinnati  

Police Department was notified of the alleged offense and victim was transported to 
B North for follow up care. 

 
8/19 Second shift officers responded into Blue Ash for a robbery at a Chinese restaurant 
 on Cornell Rd.  A Sheriff’s K-9 picked up a scent but quickly lost the track in a nearby  
 neighborhood.  Mutual aid runs are common between the two Cities. 
 
8/20 Officer Greg Schill was dispatched to a heroin overdose on IR 71.  The subject was 
 unconscious in his grandmother’s back seat.  The Fire Department transported him  
 via life squad to B North for further medical treatment. 
 
8/21 On three occasions on this date, officers responded to a domestic disturbance at a 
 Timberknoll address between a mother and her two grown daughters.  Alcohol was 
 involved each time but no criminal offense had been committed.  On the final visit,  
 the mother stated that she wish to ban one of the daughters from the residence.   
 One daughter was advised to leave and after calling officers “ugly”, she left. 
 
8/22 Officer Greg Schill responded to an accident on Montgomery Rd near Forest glen 
 where a vehicle slammed into the rear of another stopped vehicle.  The vehicle that 
 was struck sustained heavy damage and required a tow truck.  The at-fault driver  
 was cited for assured clear distance ahead and awaits a trial date in Montgomery 
 Mayor’s Court. 
 
8/23 Second and third shift officers responded to IR 71 south of Pfeiffer Rd for a fatal auto 
 accident.  The driver lost control after striking another vehicle and hit the median wall. 
 The driver was then partially ejected from the vehicle and sustained fatal trauma to 
 the head.  Accident investigators continue to investigate the causes of the crash and 
 hope to have results from a blood test in the near future.  SRO Paul Payne and Sgt  
 Greg Harris spent several hours with the local family during this difficult time. 
 
8/24 Officer Tom Wagner responded to a roll over auto accident at the entrance to  
 Sycamore High School.  The accident led to several injuries and parties were 
 transported to and released from B North.  The inexperienced driver who failed to  
 yield was cited and is awaiting trial. 
 
8/25 A business manager for a MRDD care house called and advised that an unusual 
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 amount of money was lost in several transactions and she suspected the house  
 manager.  The home is on Delray Drive.  No charges are being filed, however it is  
 being pursued civilly in Hamilton County Municipal Court and they were required 
 to notify the Police Department of the incident. 
 
8/26 Detective Pat Giblin is following up on leads related to a cloned credit card.  The card 
 was used at several area businesses for approximately $500 before the victim  
 realized it was occurring.  Detective Giblin is currently researching store videos 
 in an attempt to reveal a suspect. 
 
8/27 Officers responded to 5 separate auto accidents on this date. 
 
8/28 Officers responded to Goodwill after a person called and stated that a woman 
 left 5 children sitting in a car while she shopped.  The air conditioning was on in 
 the car, however the woman had an unpaid traffic citation.  She was given a re-cite 
 and sent on her way.  The children were in no danger. 
 
8/29 Officer Greg Schill responded to Convo Ct for a domestic dispute.  A woman alleged 
 that her husband pushed her and caused her to fall, but the husband claims the fall 
 was related to low-blood sugar.  No injuries were noted and wife did not wish to  
 pursue any criminal charges. 
 
8/30 Officer Lauren Helgeson stopped a vehicle for weaving and expired plates.  When  
 she spoke with the driver he seemed highly impaired and the odor of alcohol was 
 extreme.  He was given an opportunity to complete several roadside sobriety tests 
 but after numerous attempts he quit.  He was taken to the Police Department but  
 failed to answer any questions and did not take the breath test.  He was charged 
 with OVI, marked lanes, and is awaiting trial at this time. 
 
8/31 Sgt Mike Davenport reported a place found open while checking businesses on  
 the midnight shift in the 9200 block of Montgomery Rd.  Sgt Davenport secured  
 the unlocked door after checking the business and notified the owner of his finding. 
   

AUGUST 2015 POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAINING 
 

 
Paul Payne   Police Instructor Skills  OPOTA 
 
Paul Payne   OSROA    SRO Conference 
 
Pat Giblin   Below 100 Training   WCSO 
 
Lauren Helgeson  Advanced Crash Investigation OSP 
 
Kevin Gruber   1st Line Supervision, Mastering Leadership Columbus PD 
 
Dave Mulcahy  RCIC Certification   Great Oaks 
 
Alexis Guilkey  RCIC Certification   Great Oaks 
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