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Memorandum

December 1, 2017

TO: Craig Margolis, Chair
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council

FROM:  Brian K. Riblet, Interim City Manage'r%iz

SUBJECT: Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee Meeting of Monday, December 4, 2017

As a reminder, the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee is scheduled to meet on Monday,
December 4, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. The items to be discussed include:

1. Proposed Monument Sign for City Hall—Tracy Roblero, Community Development Director, will be
present to discuss the proposed monument sign for City Hall. At the July 5, 2016 meeting of the
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee, a preferred sign for City Hall was agreed upon,
however, at a subsequent City Council meeting, there was a great deal of discussion about the
design and material choice. Since this meeting Staff has obtained a new proposal reflecting City
Council's requested changes from Preferred Resources and would like to discuss the proposed
design with the Committee. Please see the attached documents.

2. Proposed Morgan's Raid Plague— Tracy Roblero, Community Development Director, will be
present to discuss the proposed Morgan's Raid Plaque and respite are at the Neuilly-Plaisance
Plaza. At the September 13, 2017 Landmarks Commission meeting, the Commission discussed the
design of the plaque and the current respite, the costs and the future of the project. Staff would like
the opportunity to discuss this with the Committee. Please see the attached documents.

3. Other Business—The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an opportunity to discuss any issues
or ask questions that may be on your mind.

Also, attached are the minutes from the June 5, 2017 and November 6, 2017 meetings of the Planning,
Zoning and Landmarks Committee for review and approval at Monday’s meeting.

Should you have any questions or concerns pertaining to the agenda topics, or have additional items to
be discussed at the meeting, please do not hesitate to contact me.

¢: Mayor and City Council (4)
Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator
Department Heads
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fM R e ERY PLANNING, ZONING AND LANDMARKS COMMITTEE OF CITY COUNCIL
I

AGENDA
December 4, 2017

Montgomery City Hall
10101 Montgomery Road

5:30 P.M.
1. Call to Order
2. Guests and Residents
3. Communications
4. New Business

a. Proposed Monument Sign for City Hall
b. Proposed Morgan's Raid Plaque

5. Approval of Minutes: June 5, 2017 and November 6, 2017
6. Other Business

7. Adjournment
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Memorandum

December 1, 2017

TO: Brian Riblet, Interim City Manager

/
FROM: Tracy Roblero, Community Development Director )(ﬂ\

SUBJECT: Proposed Morgan’s Raid Plaque

In June of 2016, the Landmarks Commission began working on a proposed design for a plaque noting
Confederate General John Hunt Morgan’s Raid through Montgomery in 1863. The proposed plaque
would be located on Cooper Road at Neuilly-Plaisance Plaza. After many months of discussion, the
Landmarks Commission approved a design (Option 2) for the plaque at their meeting on December 14,
2016 featuring a portrait of General Morgan. The proposed design for the plaque also included a small
respite area for pedestrians. After the Landmarks Commission approved the design, staff began
working on obtaining quotes for the work, including the respite area. At that time, it was determined
that the work should be budgeted into the 2018 budget due to the cost associated with the respite area.

Since that time, there has been a nationwide debate regarding Confederate memorials and many local
governments have been weighing whether or not to keep Confederate memorials in their jurisdictions.
The Landmarks Commission discussed this matter at their meeting on September 13, 2017. Several
Commission members felt that the plaque should be erected as approved, while others felt that
changing the portrait of General Morgan to a map of the raid would be more appropriate given the
national discussion. Some members felt that the plaque should not be erected at this time due to the
national discourse over the matter. The minutes from the meeting are included in your packet along
with the approved design, proposed respite area and a map of the raid which could be used instead of

the portrait of General Morgan.

Staff would like the opportunity to present the proposed plaque and respite area with the Planning,
Zoning and Landmarks Committee of Council at their meeting on December 4, 2017.
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On July 14, 1863, 38 year old Confederate General
John Hunt Morgan and his cavalry rode through
downlown Montgomery during thei daring 19 day

raid across Indiana and souther

0. Stopping at

several farm houses in the area to get horses and
supplies, they crossed the Little Miami River, and
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Dennison, headed cast. While attempting to cross the
Ohio River at Buffington Island (M gs County), a
battle ensued and a large number of his [orce was

captured. Morgan and his rema

utually

surrendered in Salineville (Colum a County) on
July 26th. While no one in Montgomery was killed
during this raid, some area residents had their horses
and belongings taken and the incident spread general
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Ihese Landmarks Commission Minutes are a drafl. 1hey do not represent the gfficial record
of proceedings until formally adopted by the Landmarks Commission.
Formal adoption is noted by signature of the Clerk within the Minutes.
Landmarks Commission Meeting
September 13, 2017

Morgan’s Raid Plaque

Ms. Roblero stated that the City has decided to halt production on the plaque, in light of the current
news events with the national attention on confederate statues being taken down. She wanted to
discuss this with the Commission and then take their suggestion to City Council. She explained that
she will discuss this with City Council at the Budget Hearing, because the site improvement for this
plaque is in the budget for $10,000.

Ms. Roblero did not feel that the text on the plaque was glorifying General Morgan, but she
suggested that, in lieu of Morgan’s photo, they could show the route that he took. Keeping his photo
makes it look like we are honoring him, that it is a monument to him, and we want to make this
more about an historical event. There was more discussion.

Mr. Schmidlin liked the plaque as they had originally designed it, with Morgan’s photo.

Mr. Clark asked if the word confederate was used in the text. Ms. Roblero stated that it mentions
that Morgan was with the Confederates, but the verbiage does not glorify him in any way.

Mr. Schmidlin asked for other member’s opinion on how they felt about Morgan’s Raid Plaque. He
thought that everything had already been approved on this, and wondered if they were bringing
something more into the spotlight than necessary. Ms. Roblero stated that Council had not
approved anything yet. She noted that the plaque itself was within Landmarks’ purview to purchase
(they had $3000 in their budget for a plaque); but the $10,000 capital improvement expense for the
sit-wall and site improvements to the Plaza still needed to be approved. Staff felt that, given all of
the national attention on this issue at this time, it should be brought to Council’s attention.

Ms. Garfield stated that she was recently with Lester Horowitz, author of “The Longest Raid of the
Civil War”, who told her he is publishing a second book next year, entitled “After the Raid”. It will
be about the follow-up stories of what happened to some of the people after the raid. He has spoken
with relatives and others, for their stories.

When Ms. Garfield told him about the plaque, he was very excited, and he asked her to send him a
picture of the plaque installed, so that he could include it in his book. She suggested that

Ms. Roblero relate this information to Council.

Ms. Sullebarger suggested that Staff contact the Ohio History Council to see if they have revisited
this issue -- to see if they have had second thoughts about their Morgan’s Raid trail. She felt that if
they had no reservations, then perhaps we shouldn’t either.

Mr. Stella felt that this could create a lot of controversy in the community if we went ahead with
Morgan’s photo on the plaque. He liked the original plaque, but believed that the map makes more

sense.

Mr. Hughes agreed that the timing was just not right; it is an inopportune time. He did not feel that
we should make ourselves a target for someone who feels strongly about this issue.

Page 10 of 12
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lThese Landmarks Commission Minutes are a draft. They do not represent the official record
of proceedings until formally adopted by the Landmarks Commission.
Formal adoption is noted by signature of the Clerk within the Minutes.
Landmarks Commission Meeting
September 13, 2017

Chairman Schwartz felt we should air on the side of education and history.

Upcoming Events
Ms. Roblero discussed upcoming events:

1) Harvest Moon will take place on Saturday, October 14 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. She asked for
any volunteers to help Frank Davis run the old fashioned games. Mark Stella volunteered
himself and his daughter. Ms. Garfield stated that she would check on it, and let her know.

2) Lanterns & Landmarks will take place on Saturday, October 28. There will be 30 paid
guests, and they are offering additional openings for the Landmarks Commission and
Montgomery Historic Preservation Association members, at no cost --because they are
sponsoring this event. She noted that Chairman Schwartz will open Yost Tavern for the
tour. Staff stated that she and Julie Machon, Events Director, would like to wear period
costumes, and asked if the Commission would sponsor this cost. The Commission agreed.
Staff concluded that the Commission has already committed to $380, so this would bring the
total to about $480. Staff stated that she has budgeted more money into the Special Event
category for next year, so that the Landmarks Commission would have more flexibility.

Ms. Roblero asked which members would like to attend, so she has a head count.

3) Hopewell Haunting — the Hopewell Cemetery walking tour. The plan is that this would take
place every other year, alternating Lanterns & Landmarks with Hopewell Haunting. Staff
will propose this to Government Affairs at the end of this year, so they could put it in place
next year. She explained that they will visit 10-12 sites in the cemetery, with the main cost
being for actors; they may also find some volunteers who would play these roles. They are
now getting a list together of who is actually buried there.

Landmarks Open Seat

Regarding the vacancy on the Landmarks Commission, Ms. Roblero introduced Deborah Hutchins,
who was interested in the position. She noted that Jeremy Seebohm was also interested. He was in
attendance earlier tonight, but has since left. Staff stated that the Committee of Council is planning

to interview in October, so that the seat is filled by the end of the year.

Gateway Redevelopment Area

Staff explained that there are still some challenges regarding the Preferred Developer Agreement,
which has affected the text amendment changes discussed with the Planning Commission. Staff
hopes to review these amendments again with the Planning Commission on October 16, with the

goal of a recommendation to City Council on these amendments.

After that, Staff would like to hold a training session with the Landmarks Commission to review
and discuss the intent of the changes.

Page 11 of 12



Memorandum
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Partnering with you to build a great community!

December 1, 2017

TO: Brian Riblet, Interim City Manager

FROM: Tracy Roblero, Community Development Director D b (L"“

SUBJECT: Proposed Monument Sign for City Hall

Goal 6 of the 2011 Strategic Plan called for a Facilities Study to be completed. As part of this study,
the need for effective identification signage at City Hall was identified as a concern, which has also
been recognized in the past. In October of 2015, staff began working with a sign company on a
proposed design of a monument sign to identify City Hall. The proposed design was discussed with
the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of Council on November 2, 2015, January 4, 2016
and March 7, 2016. At the meeting in January of 2016, a preferred sign design was agreed upon;
however, a quote for the new design was not available for review until the March 7, 2016 meeting. At
the meeting two options for material were presented, HDU and Redwood. Two options for
construction of the sign panel were also presented, a double faced single panel sign and single faced
panels with the back mounted to aluminum tube framing. There was much discussion about the
options and the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of Council moved to accept the proposal
for the Redwood Version B for the City Hall sign. When the sign design was discussed with City
Council, some concerns were raised over the design and material choice. Staff requested a new
proposal reflecting the changes that were requested, which is included in your packet labeled as
revised.

Staff would like the opportunity to present the two renderings for the sign and material with the
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of Council at their meeting on December 4, 2017.

10101 Montgomery Road - Montgomery, Ohio 45242 - P: 513.891.2424 - F: 513.891.2498 - www.montgomeryohio.org




City of Montgomery
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee

July 5, 2016
Staff Present Council Commiftee Members Present
Wayne Davis, City Manager Craig Margolis, Chair
Frank Davis, Special Projects Coordinator Ken Suer
Julie Kipper, Acting Clerk of Council Ann Combs

The meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council convened in Council
Chambers at 5:00 p.m. with Mr. Margolis presiding.

New Business

Discussion of Proposed Monument Sign for City Hall

Mr. Frank Davis explained that staff has been working with Preferred Resources on the design of a
monument sign to identify City Hall which was discussed with the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks
Committee of Council on November 2, 2015, January 4, 2016 and March 7, 2016. At the meeting in
January, a preferred sign design was agreed upon by the Committee. Staff contacted Preferred Resources
to obtain a quote for the new design; however, it was not available to review at the March 7, 2016 meeting.
Mr. Davis explained that since that time, staff has received a quote, which is included in the packet. The
quote offers four different options for the Committee to consider, and Staff is recommending approval of
any of the four proposals.

He explained that the quote includes an option for a single panel design or a double panel design with a
steel or aluminum frame reinforcement in the middle to safe guard against warping of the sign panels. Both
options were quoted using a Redwood material or a High Density Urethane (HDU) material for the sign
panels. Mr. Davis explained that staff felt there is not a real need for the Redwood, since it will not be in
the Historic district, and that the HDU would be a good alternative.

The Committee discussed the four different options in detail, including the differences in materials and
pricing. The Committee expressed their opinions and concerns about the durability and appearance of the
Redwood versus the HDU material. Mr. Davis explained that the lifespan of a Redwood sign is usually
around fifteen years, and that the Heritage District businesses frequently use wood signs. Mr. Wayne Davis
stated that the Redwood option offers a more natural look and enhances the overall appeal of the
community. After further discussion, the Committee agreed that the Redwood double panel version with
the extra reinforcement was a good idea for durability and aesthetics.

Mrs. Combs moved to accept the proposal for the Redwood Version B for the City Hall sign. Mr. Suer
seconded. The Committee unanimously agreed.

Montgomery Road Commercial Corridor Guidelines

Mr. Frank Davis explained that Goal 3, Strategy 5 of the 2016 Strategic Plan called for the creation of a
redevelopment vision for the Montgomery Road Commercial Corridor from Main Street to City Hall. Work
on this Strategy was scheduled to begin in August of 2017 with a recommendation to Planning Commission
on proposed text amendments to be completed in March of 2018. At the Planning Commission meeting
on May 16, 2016, there was discussion regarding the Housing Goal of the 2016 Strategic Plan, as well as
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These Minutes are a draft of the proposed minutes from the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee
of City Council meeting. They do not represent the official record of proceedings until formally adopted
by the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council. Formal adoption is noted by
signature of the Chair within the minutes.

City of Montgomery
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee
June 5, 2017
Staff Present Council Committee Members Present
Wayne Davis, City Manager Craig Margolis, Chair
Connie Gaylor, Clerk of Council Ken Suer
Guests Council Committee Members Absent
Barbara White-Planning Commission Member Laith Alfagih

The meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council convened in Council
Chambers at 5:30 p.m. with Mr. Margolis presiding.

New Business

Review of Planning Commission Operations

Mr. Margolis began the meeting by thanking Ms. White, planning commission member, for her attendance
to the meeting as well as her volunteerism and involvement with the City.

Mr. Margolis distributed a list of common terms and definitions that are used by the Planning Commission
when referring to agenda items and the process of approval of applications.

Mr. Margolis explained that the Planning Commission is a volunteer commission established by City
Charter, with members who are appointed by City Council.

Mr. Margolis reviewed the roles and responsibilities of the Planning Commission as stated in the City
Charter as well as the roles of the Commission members.

The Committee and Ms. White discussed her responsibilities as a Planning Commission member, her role
as a resident and how to handle issues to avoid biases and conflicts of interest.

Mr. Margolis stated that all Boards and Commission members are to represent the best interest of the City
by preserving the confidence and integrity of all its members and staff.

The Committee discussed recent bulletin and newspaper articles regarding economic development within
the City, and how these articles affect the outcome of the projects as well as the opinions of residents.
They discussed the importance of all boards and commission members keeping an open mind and only
dealing with issues that are brought before them before forming opinions and making decisions that may
negatively impact future efforts.

The Committee asked Ms. White to consider the discussion of the evening and to confer with the City Law
Director, Terry Donnellon with any questions she may have. They asked her to take a few days to consider
how she would like to move forward as a Planning Commission member.

Other Business

Mr. Margolis stated that at recent Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals meetings, the topics
of the Montgomery Corridor Guidelines and corner lots were discussed. He asked the Committee if there



These Minutes are a draft of the proposed minutes from the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee
of City Council meeting. They do not represent the official record of proceedings until formally adopted
by the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council. Formal adoption is noted by
signature of the Chair within the minutes.

Planning, Zoning & Landmarks Committee Minutes
June 5, 2017
Page 2

were any other topics that they would like him to share with the Planning Commission or the Board of
Zoning Appeals.

The Committee discussed focusing on the Corridor Guidelines as well as the recent trend in teardowns in
Montgomery. Mr. Suer mentioned the issue of affordable housing options in Montgomery, and suggested
the possibility of having joint discussions with City Council and the Committees, or holding a Special
Session of City Council to gather input from Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals members.

Mr. Wayne Davis mentioned the topic of variances and some of the recent issues that have occurred with
builders in the area.

Minutes

Mr. Suer moved to adopt the minutes of the April 3, 2017 meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks
Committee. Mr. Margolis seconded. The Committee unanimously agreed.

Adjournment

Mr. Suer moved for adjournment. Mr. Margolis seconded. The Committee unanimously agreed.

The Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

Chair



These Minutes are a draft of the proposed minutes from the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City
Council meeting. They do not represent the official record of proceedings until formally adopted by the Planning,
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minutes.

City of Montgomery
Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee
November 6, 2017

Staff Present Council Committee Members Present
Tracy Roblero, Community Development Director Ken Suer
Laith Alfagih

Council Committee Members Absent
Craig Margolis

The meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee of City Council convened in the City Hall
Conference Room at 5:30 p.m. with Mr. Suer presiding.

Mr. Alfagih moved to adjourn into Executive Session in order to interview the candidates for matters related to
personnel. Mr. Suer seconded. The Committee unanimously agreed.

The Committee adjourned into Executive Session at 5:30 p.m.

The Committee interviewed the following candidates for vacant positions on the Landmarks and Planning
Commissions:

5:30 PM. Michael Thomas- Planning Commission

5:45 P.M. Dennis Hirotsu- Planning Commission
6:00 P.M. Ron Messer-Planning Commission

6:15 P.M. Lee Ann Bissmeyer-Planning Commission
6:30 P.M. Jeremy Seebohm-Landmarks Commission
6:45 P.M. Deborah Hutchins-Landmarks Commission
7:00 P.M. Sean Valerio-Planning Commission

Adjournment

The Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee meeting adjourned from Executive Session at 7:53 p.m.
Mr. Alfaqih moved for adjournment. Mr. Suer seconded. The Committee unanimously agreed.

The Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Chair



