
 

 
 
 
      April 28, 2016 
 
  
TO:  City Manager, Mayor and City Council Members 

 
FROM:  All Department Heads 
  Connie Gaylor, Administrative Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Thursday Update 
  
The following information is provided to you as a summary of activities for the week of April 25, 2016 
and as an announcement of activities in the coming weeks: 

 
1. As a reminder, the Financial Planning Committee of City Council will meet on Monday, May 2 

at 4:30 p.m. The Law and Safety and Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committees have 
cancelled their regularly scheduled meeting for the month of May.  
 

2. As a reminder, City Council is scheduled to meet in Business Session on Wednesday, May 4, 
at 7:00 p.m. Prior to the Business Session, beginning at 5:45 p.m., City Council City Council is 
scheduled to hear  Board and Commission Chair presentations from: Marcallene Shockey 
(Sister Cities Commission) at 5:45 p.m.; Laith Alfaqih (Environmental Advisory Commission) at 
6:00 p.m.; Gary Blomberg (Board of Tax Review) at 6:15 p.m.; Kristy Felss (Parks and 
Recreation Commission) at 6:30 and Larry Schwartz (Landmarks Commission) at 6:45 p.m. 
 

3. As a reminder, the Montgomery Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) is scheduled to 
meet on Wednesday, May 4, immediately following the conclusion of the Business Session.  
 

4. As a reminder, the Records Commission will meet on Wednesday, May 4 at 1:00 p.m., as they 
are required to do twice yearly by State law, to discuss relevant matters related to records 
retention and disposal.  The next Records Commission meeting will be held on November 2, 
2016. 
 

5. This past Friday, Beautification and Tree Commission members Jodi Keith, Jane Hohn, Martha 
Seaman, Council member Gerri Harbison and Vice Mayor Lynda Roesch, along with Terry 
Willenbrink and Brian Riblet attended the annual Tree City USA Awards Banquet and 
Luncheon hosted by the City of West Carrolton.  The City of Montgomery was recognized as a 
Tree City for the 20th consecutive year and also recognized with the Tree City Growth Award 
for the 17th consecutive year.  To be considered as a Tree City there four requirements that 
must be fulfilled including:  Having a tree board or department, having a community tree 
Ordinance, having a community forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2 per 
capita and surpass the previous year’s budget, and an Arbor Day Observance and 
Proclamation.  Thanks goes out to all of the efforts of our commission members, volunteers 
and staff for making this award possible! 
 

6. Last Friday, Matthew Vanderhorst was awarded an Achievement in Innovation award by the 
Greater Cincinnati Chapter of the American Society of Public Administrators. The awards 
ceremony was held at the Phoenix in Cincinnati.  Council members Ann Combs and Craig 
Margolis and Sister Cities Commission members Marcallene Shockey and Jack Wild attended 
as well as Wayne Davis, Tracy Roblero and Faith Lynch. Matthew’s collaboration with the 



Sycamore Community School District for the installation of fiber-optics to the public works 
facilities and the purchase and maintenance of a new phone system for all City facilities saves 
the City $11,000 a year. Congratulations Matthew on this well-deserved award and thank you 
for further strengthening our valued relationship with Sycamore Community Schools.   
 

7. On Monday, the management team consisting of Wayne Davis, Don Simpson, John Crowell, 
Katie Smiddy, Julie Prickett, Joe Scholler and Jack Hemenway met to prepare for the 
upcoming collective bargaining sessions with the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP).  The first 
negotiation session is scheduled for May 20, 2016.  
 

8. On Monday, Wayne Davis and Brian Riblet met with Matt Davis and Megan Hube from 
Dinsmore Advisors, LLC., to review the requirements for the upcoming Hamilton County 
Transportation Improvement District (TID) grant submittal due on May 23, 2016.   
 

9. Please see the attached “Thank You” notes received by the fire department.  Chief Kelly’s note 
is in regard to our fire and EMS crews responding to assist with the fatal fire that occurred in 
Miami Township on Monday morning.  The second note from Mr. Maxfield is thanking 
Lieutenant Mike Nelson, Firefighter Mike Jones, Firefighter Chris Ross and Police Officer T.J. 
Shreve for a job well done.   
 

10. Public works staff continued work this week on the annual Spring Brush pick-up program as 
residents with who receive Wednesday Rumpke services were collected.  There are two weeks 
remaining for this popular service for residents with Thursday and Friday Rumpke service 
respectively. 
 

11. Cindy Abner is out on medical leave at this time due to surgery. We are happy to report that 
Cindy is doing well and getting better every day. We wish her a very speedy recovery. 
 

12. The annual Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) documentation has been 
completed and sent to Schonhardt and Associates for review. 
 

13. Lieutenant John Crowell attended a Police Academy Advisory Board meeting at Scarlet Oaks 
on Tuesday to review and plan for changes in the Ohio Police Officer Certification standards 
which is administered through the State of Ohio. 
 

14. The City's internal team (Brian Riblet, Katie Smiddy, Tracy Roblero, Terry Donnellon, and 
Wayne) met with the Gateway Redevelopment Area (GRA) development team including 
representatives from Traditions and Brandicorp to provide status updates on the project.  Items 
covered during the meeting included updates from Brian on work on traffic solutions, plans for 
near-term work on the site development options and financials, and continued work on the 
development of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City and the 
Development Team. 
 

15. The Board of Zoning Appeals met on Tuesday to review two requests for residential variances.  
The first request was to allow for a covered porch to encroach a maximum of three inches into 
the side-yard setback for 9860 Tollgate Lane.  The small encroachment was discovered after 
construction of the new home and the Board of Zoning Appeals approved the variance request.  
The second variance request was to allow for a rear yard coverage area of 38.5% where 30% 
is the maximum permitted by the Zoning Code at 9715 Zig Zag Road.  The Board of Zoning 
Appeals approved the variance conditioned upon a drainage plan being reviewed and 
approved by the City Engineer.   
 



16. The finance department worked with the State Auditors representatives on Tuesday to provide 
various reports and answering inquiries regarding City processes.  The Auditors will return for 
one-day next week to finish up their testing and review of City finances. 
 

17. The tax department is making headway through thousands of 2015 tax returns that came in 
this month. Although new to us since last week, Katie jumped in feet first to become acclimated 
with our processes. Katie is happy to report that returns continue to get processed and the 
volume is decreasing substantially.  Many thanks to all those who assisted the tax department 
during this busy season.  The tax department couldn’t do it without their help.  Kudos to Faith 
Lynch, Julie Kipper and Julee Nies.   
 

18. On Wednesday, ninety individuals attended the 2016 Volunteer Recognition Dinner.  Guests 
included: Board and Commission members, staff liaisons, event and project volunteers, Mayor 
Chris Dobrozsi, City Council members: Michael Cappel, Gerri Harbison, Craig Margolis, Lynda 
Roesch and Ken Suer and also City Manager, Wayne Davis. This annual event emphasizes 
the City’s appreciation of our many selfless volunteers and their service and commitment to the 
City of Montgomery.   
 

19. Chief Don Simpson attended a meeting at the Hamilton County Communication Center on 
Wednesday as a member of the Active Shooter Committee.  The Committee is comprised of 
members from the Hamilton County Police Chief's Association, Fire Chief's Association and 
other Federal agencies that develop contingency plans in case of an active shooter scenario at 
sites throughout Hamilton County. 
 

20. Montgomery Elementary conducted a Mass Evacuation Drill on Wednesday which was 
coordinated by School Resource Officer (SRO) Paul Payne.  Each school in the district is 
required by State law to review and conduct the drill on a yearly basis and are closely 
monitored by the Sycamore Schools Safety Committee, which is comprised of members from 
the police and fire departments as well as school administration officials. 
 

21. In his role as Board member, Wayne attended the Ohio City/County Management Association 
Board Meeting in Columbus today.  The meeting agenda included a review of the Winter 
Conference and feedback provided by attendees, student mentoring relationships with the 
County Administrators Association and work on the OCMA Strategic Planning process. 
 

22. This morning Tracy Roblero, Paul Wright and Julie Prickett attended Frost Brown Todd’s 2016 
Labor and Employment Law Conference. Topics included the Family Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) law updates, wellness programs, 
independent contractor regulations and wage and hour law.   
 

23. Matthew Vanderhorst and Ray Kingsbury attended part two of the Alliance for Innovation panel 
discussion about civic trust and engagement which was held in Dublin, Ohio today.  Ray spoke 
about Montgomery’s experiences with the Montgomery Citizens’ Leadership Academy and how 
it has engaged our citizens to be positive and active participants in the community.  
 

24. This afternoon, 90 volunteers joined together to bag 900 individual dogwood seedlings and tag 
them with instructions for planting.  The Beautification and Tree Commission will deliver the 
seedlings to Montgomery, Maple Dale and Symmes Elementary schools for distribution to their 
kindergarten, first and second grade students in celebration of Arbor Day.  Many thanks are in 
order for all of the volunteers that make this possible. Also in recognition of Arbor Day, on 
Friday, Terry Willenbrink will conduct his 4th annual Arbor Day Walk at Dulle Park beginning at 
9:00 a.m.  The event is free and those in attendance will learn about the various species of 
trees located within the park as well as proper tree planting and maintenance. 



 
 

25. The annual Spring Plant Swap is scheduled for this Saturday from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the 
City Hall parking lot.  This semi-annual event is sponsored by the Beautification and Tree 
Commission and is a great opportunity to swap plants and engage with other garden 
enthusiasts. 
 

26. Featured in the May Bulletin, is an article highlighting the partnership between the Red Cross 
and the fire department that provides free smoke detectors to qualifying residents who are in 
need of replacing old or non-functioning detectors.  Assistant Chief Shapiro is currently working 
with residents to schedule installations and has already visited two homes to install their 
detectors. While Ben provides this service, he also offers to provide a free safety inspection. 
This inspection is part of the City’s WeThrive action plan and addresses Goal 2, Strategy 2, of 
the 2016-2021 Strategic Plan. Ben wraps up his visit by discussing the EMS Signpost program 
to ensure that the residents receive a comprehensive knowledge of the safety programs 
offered by the City.  Ben even goes the extra mile of dusting down those high hanging 
cobwebs when asked! We thank Ben for taking the initiative and having the passion for 
ensuring the health and well-being of our residents. 
 

27. Next Thursday, May 5, the City will host the quarterly Community Roundtable meeting which 
included administrators and representatives from the city of Blue Ash, Sycamore Community 
Schools, Symmes Township as well as Wayne Davis, Mayor Dobrozsi and City Council 
members. These quarterly meetings provide valuable networking between these entities.  
 

28. Detective Pat Giblin has announced his retirement from the City of Montgomery effective 
Friday, May 22, 2016.  Pat started with the police department on April 16, 1998, after serving 
with the City of Cincinnati Police Department for 10 years.  Pat's past assignments have 
included road patrol, DARE Officer, and for the past several years as a detective.  The police 
department will host a retirement reception with appetizers and cake, on Thursday, May 19, 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the Safety Center. Please plan on joining the celebration as Pat and 
his wife Polly begin a new phase of their lives.  Congratulations Pat and best wishes! 
 

29. E.H. Greene Intermediate School PTO is inviting all community members to attend a dessert 
reception on Wednesday, May 11 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Greene School cafeteria to 
celebrate Mr. Phil Hackett’s contributions to the community and his many years of service to 
the Sycamore Community Schools community.  Mr. Hackett served as the principal of E.H. 
Greene Intermediate Schools since 1995.  He will retire at the end of the school year and the 
Montgomery City Council will recognize Mr. Hackett for his service at the June 1 Business 
Session. 
 

30. Please find attached Montgomery-related news articles that appeared in the local media since 
our last update. 

 
Should you have questions or concerns regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 

C: Wayne Davis, City Manager 
 Mayor and City Council Members 
 Department Heads 
 Terry Donnellon, Law Director 



-----Original Message----- 

From: Russell Maxfield [mailto:rmaxfield@cinci.rr.com] 

Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 10:12 AM 

To: Faith Lynch <fdickerhoof@ci.montgomery.oh.us>; Matthew Vanderhorst 

<mvander@ci.montgomery.oh.us>; 

Subject: Emergency response team 

 

I just wanted to let you know that the fast response visit we had from Lt M. Nelson and his team along 

with a police officer this early morning was really appreciated. The problem my wife had was quickly 

resolved and probably saved a lot of further medical needs. Please let Lt Nelson know that we are back 

to normal again and we have everything cleaned up. 

Thanks a bunch Michael.   Warmest Regards...   Command Sgt/Major 

Russell G. Maxfield Retired US Army. 
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